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“Would Jesus Scrub Grape Juice Stains?” 

Bob Russell tells the story of Dwight Day, a UPS pilot who had come back 

to church after many years away. Russell walked into the auditorium one 

day to catch Day scrubbing grape juice stains off the pews. This pilot was 

an important man with sufficient money to hire someone to do the job, 

but there he was scrubbing. He “wasn’t too important to clean the 

pews” (When God Builds A Church, 178). 

Who visits the elderly members in the nursing home? Who participates in 

the workday? Who takes the poor, ill member to a doctor’s appointment? 

Who prepares the communion? Who teaches the cradle roll class? Who 

grades the correspondence courses? Who gives a lift to someone who 

needs a ride to church? Who does the many “invisible,” thankless tasks 

that must be done for the church to grow and meet its many responsibili-

ties? The servant! 

The serving Christian is not necessarily the one-talent, lower-class, unedu-

cated person ill-equipped to do something more “sophisticated” and 

“important.” These are the kinds of things anyone can do, but only the 

servant does them. Lest we consider such tasks too menial and such peo-

ple meaningless, we reflect on John 13. That chapter records the all-

knowing, all-powerful Creator of the universe (you can’t one-up that) 

pouring water into a basin, washing the disciples’ feet and drying them 

with a towel he had put around Himself (v. 5). They had to have been 

baffled, this group who had been jockeying for a seat on His left and right 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Jesus, The Minister 

Matthew 20:28 
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hand in the vision of Kingdom greatness they had imagined (cf. Mat. 20:21). What 

were they thinking as Jesus tells them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You 

call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. If I then, the Lord and the 

Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I gave 

you an example that you also should do as I did to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a 

slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one 

who sent him. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” (12b-17). 

This was a gut-punch to them and to so many of us. We can be more interested in 

getting the good seat than stooping to wash the dirty foot (or scrub the grape juice-

stained pew). But we will miss the heavenly definition of spiritual greatness unless 

we lower ourselves. Jesus told the Sons of Thunder and their mother to remove the 

worldly gauging of greatness out of their thinking (Mat. 20:25-28). Perhaps He’d 

have that conversation with you and me, too. May God grant us the humility to see 

the opportunities and serve as stain scrubbers and every other, similar task that 

allows Him to use us for His glory. If that spirit permeates a congregation, it will 

turn the whole world upside down (cf. Acts 17:6)! 

by Neal Pollard 

(taken from preacherpollard’s blog May 12, 2016) 

Just an excellent article that goes perfectly with the morning sermon! 

  

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 5/8/16 

Bible Class: 42   A.M. Worship: 79 P.M. Worship: 51 

Contribution: 2,619.25  D. B. Readers: 17 Chapters read: 369 

Prayer Requests 

Vera West  is still recovering from a fractured vertebrae in her lower back. Margaret Langston still needs 

someone to stay with her during the day.  Linda Boston is overcoming personal difficulties.  Phil Byrd’s 

mother is in hospice care and is not doing well at all. Gloria Emerick’s medications have been causing her 

some problems, keep her in your prayers. Teresa Singletary, Jennifer’s coworker, is going through cancer 

treatments. Rudy Gray is declining in health. Linda Williams’  brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, has been 

“bumped up” on the heart transplant list.  Sherri Parchman’s niece, Michaela Bennett, has terminal brain 

cancer, she is 19 and now in hospice. Venson Oliver is in Korea.  Sandra Pounds’ nephew, Joseph, was in a 

serious motorcycle accident. He has been able to go home. Active military. Please keep all our active duty 

military members in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to 

pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd and Cecil Kimbrel, Francis Salaz, Becky 

Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Jaimie Phillips and Thelma Ad-

ams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies, both students and teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Thanks to all those that came to the website training seminar. Much good is going to come of this training. 

Several of our members will find their “niche” through this work of the church. The consensus from the 

group was that the preacher is banned from working on the website! 

3rd Sunday fellowship: Today following the morning service. Stay and bring a friend! 

Graduation Celebration: May 22nd after evening service to honor Calvin Austin. A table is set up in the foyer 

as well to give Calvin cards and gifts. Congratulations Class of 2016! 

5th Sunday evening Service: The young men will lead the service Sunday evening May 29th. 

AP Camp: June 26-July 1. VBS: July 11-14 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


