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Once saved, always saved? 

 Ever since the reformation movement in the late 16th and 

early 17th centuries, a doctrine has been taught and believed by 

many in the religious world. That doctrine is the inability of one to 

lose his soul for eternity once he has been saved. Two prevalent 

thoughts concerning how this doctrine works are: Either God has 

predestined one to be saved eternally or it is impossible for a true 

Christian to so sin that he will lose his soul. The first makes God a 

respecter of persons—why would he choose to save you instead of 

me? The second would cause a man to lose his own will completely 

and become a robot or puppet of God. 

 Consider an Old Testament example of why this doctrine 

cannot be true. Esau was the oldest son of Isaac and Rebekah. 

Therefore, he was to receive Abraham’s promise and covenant with 

God. One day he was very hungry and decided to bargain with his 

brother Jacob and sold that birth right. God looked at the attitude 

of Esau and it is recorded that he “despised” his birthright (Genesis 

25:34). When it came time for Esau to receive Isaac’s blessing, Ja-

cob received it instead. 

 All Christians are children and heirs (ones to receive an in-

heritance a.k.a. a birthright) of the king (Romans 8:17). If it was 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 

Cape Fear Church of Christ 

3808 Village Drive 

Fayetteville, NC 28304 

Phone: (910) 425-1108 

Services: 

Sunday: 

Bible Class 9:00am 

Worship  10:00am 

Evening  5:00pm 

Ladies’ Class: 

Tuesday  10:00am 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study 7:00pm 

 

Website: capefearcoc.org  

Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: John Williams 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Eric Austin 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Scot Parchman 

Assisting:  Ron Austin 

  Adam Byrd 

  Brynn Hatcher 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Kyle Pool 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Ron Austin 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Lord’s Supper: Brynn Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Eric Rolshouse 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Byran Hatcher 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Dustin Pool 

Reading:  Ps. 117 

Invitation: Chad Futrell 

 

 

 

Eldership Qualifications 

Week 2 

 

 

I. Not Self-willed 

 

 

 

II. Not Covetous 

 

 

 

III. Hospitable 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Canned fruit 



 

 

possible for Esau to “despise” his birthright, then it follows that the Christian can 

“despise” his birthright as well and “sell” it for next to nothing, just as Esau did. 

 If it is not possible for a Christian to so sin as to be lost, then Peter must 

apologize to Simon the Sorcerer, a Christian in Samaria. Acts 8 records that Phillip 

went and preached to the people of Samaria and that Simon believed and was bap-

tized. He became a Christian! Then when Peter came and was distributing gifts of 

the Holy Spirit, Simon offered Peter money for a miraculous gift. Peter said, 

“Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of 

thine heart may be forgiven thee” (Acts 8:22). If Simon did not repent, he was going 

to be lost. 

 If a Christian cannot so sin as to forfeit eternal life, then Paul needs to re-

write his portion of scripture, which is considerable. Throughout his writings he 

warns Christians to live right or be lost. “Now all these things happened unto them 

for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of 

the world are come. Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 

fall” (1 Corinthians 10:11, 12). He also wrote this warning to the churches of Gala-

tia, “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the 

law; ye are fallen from grace” (Galatians 5:4). 

 The doctrine of “once saved, always saved” is false. Where does that leave 

the Christian—in a state of uncertainty? NO! One is secure in Jesus as long as one 

does not despise his inheritance and sell his soul for the lust in the world. No one 

can take your salvation from you, not even the devil, but you can walk away from 

God just as Esau walked away from his inheritance. 

- BTH 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 1/24/16 

Bible Class: 53   A.M. Worship: 84 P.M. Worship: 49 

Contribution: 2,597.98  DB Readers: 28   Chapters read: 351 

Prayer Requests 

Margaret Langston still needs someone to stay with her during the day. Carolyn Pierce is still ill. Linda Bos-

ton is overcoming personal difficulties.  Phil Byrd’s parents are declining in health. Gloria Emerick’s medica-

tions have been causing her some problems but she is much improved. Teresa Singletary, Jennifer’s cowork-

er, is going through cancer treatments. Brother Freddie McCray’s daughter tragically passed away a couple 

of weeks ago. Brother McCray has been here several times in connection with mission work to Guyana. 

Rudy Gray is still dealing with health issues. Percy Williams, John Williams’ brother, was diagnosed with 

advanced Alzheimers. He is in UNC—Chapel Hill. Linda Williams has been doing better with her ankle; also 

her brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, has an incurable heart condition and is not doing well. Venson Oliver is 

in Korea. Tiffany Oliver has some health concerns. She is unable to work at this time. Active military. Please 

keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict area at a mo-

ments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Francis Salaz, Becky 

Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Jaimie Phillips and Thelma Ad-

ams. Please pray for those in Bible Studies and our FOM class. 

Special Recognition 

We need someone to host our annual Super Bowl party. If you are capable of hosting this event after the 

evening service next week, please let Byran know. 

Fishers’ of Men Class: Class is every Friday night until March 18th. 

Dinner and Devo : for the young people after evening services Jan. 31st. 

Ladies’ Day Meeting: Ladies Day will be Saturday April 16th. There will be a short meeting after the evening 

service.  Titus 2 ladies’ class: Will meet Feb. 13th at Jessica Rolshouse’ home @ 9:30am. 

Ladies Day at Cary: February 20th. See Sister Cook if you plan to go. 

Carolina Men’s Fellowship: Saturday, March 12. Make your plans now to be a part of this great event! 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


