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Don’t Put Your Life On “Auto-Pilot”! 

 One gorgeous summer day, the owner of a 37-foot powerboat set 
a waypoint on his boats’ autopilot equipment and left an experienced 
friend at the helm while he went below to look at the chart to find the 
nearest fuel dock. The wind was calm and the seas were flat when the 
boat, with many guests aboard, headed for a rendezvous on Lake Michi-
gan. With nearly unlimited visibility, how is it possible then that the boat 
ran over a 19-foot fishing boat, throwing three friends into the water and 
killing one? 

 The blame can’t be laid on the autopilot, which was doing exactly 
what it was designed for — keeping a steady course. It’s possible the 
droning of the engines affected the lookout’s attention. It’s also possible 
that the motion of the boat or the rise of the bow prevented the lookout 
from seeing the four men in the fishing boat, all of whom were waving 
their arms and shouting. The man at the helm couldn’t explain why he 
didn’t see them; according to one of the men in the small boat, he’d been 
heading towards them for a couple of miles. The owner of the larger boat, 
who had set the autopilot and was navigating, was convicted in the death 
of the lost fisherman (Seaworthy Newsletter at boatus.com). 

 A tragic story of today’s world in using electronics to do what hu-
mans are supposed to be doing. In this case it was operating a very large 
boat on Lake Michigan. This is no less tragic than what happens in the 
spiritual realm. Members of the body of Christ are living their lives on 
“autopilot.” It is as though just coming to worship on Sunday is good 
enough. Having their children in Bible Class will save their souls. All too 
often, however, brethren have found their lives in utter turmoil and then 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Canned Vegetables (any) 



 

 

want to blame the church for the disaster! The church is designed to be the place of 

safety, but it is NOT designed to live a righteous life for the Christian. Each are re-

sponsible for one’s own soul (Ezekiel 18:20). 

 Parents cannot just hand their children over to some youth minister on Sun-

day and Wednesday night and for a few fun activities and think all is well. Christian 

parenting is far more involved than a few hours a week and a few good influences. 

Parents need to give their children direction and instruction, using the church as a 

resource, not a spiritual guardian. Children need to see parents make solid, spiritu-

ally minded decisions in every area of life. When they see parents only being 

“Christians” at a certain place (the church building) at a certain time (worship), they 

see the hypocrisy and will not continue with the church because of the bad exam-

ple set before them. 

 Satan does not mind it at all when people “go to church” or say a prayer be-

fore a meal. He knows that those things are being done out of tradition, not convic-

tion. A Christian is one that is diligent. “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for 

such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and 

blameless” (2 Peter 3:14). Be found in the church, looking for His return. 

—BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 9/27/15 

Bible Class: 53   A.M. Worship: 88 P.M. Worship: 46 

Contribution: $2,295.82  DB Readers: 20   Chapters read: 351 

September Attendance Averages 

Bible Class: 59   A.M. Worship: 87 P.M. Worship: 58 

Contribution: $2,483.20  DB Readers: 21   Chapters read: 408 

Prayer Requests 

Margaret Langston is now at home. She needs someone to stay with her during the day. Francis Salaz had 

successful surgery and is back at home recuperating. Carolyn Pierce is still slowly recovering. The Mitchell 

family need our prayers. Linda Boston is facing some trying times.  Phil Byrd’s parents are declining in 

health. Brian Cimbura, Gloria Emerick’s son-in-law is in Afghanistan.  

Rudy Gray is back at home, but has been able to come to worship a few times. Linda Williams has been do-

ing better with her ankle; also her brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, has an incurable heart condition and is 

not doing well. Anita Bottger is still recovering from her fall. Venson Oliver will be going to Korea. Active 

military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict 

area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Francis Salaz, Becky 

Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Jaimie Phillips and Thelma Ad-

ams. 

Special Recognition 

Thanks to the young men for taking over tonight’s devotional while the preacher is gone. Our young people 

are second-to-none! 

MBM: This afternoon at 3pm followed by our monthly singing at 5pm 

Men’s lunch: Thursday, October 8th @ Golden Corral at 11:30am. 

Titus 2 Ladies: Next class will be at the Kathie Byrd’s. October 10th 9am 

Fall Get-together: at the Price’s. October 10th beginning at 3pm. Bring meat for the grill and a side. 

See bulletin board for area congregation events upcoming 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


