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The “Best” Singers 

 For a couple of decades there has been a trend within the church-
es of Christ to attach a microphone to the four to eight members in the 
congregation that can sing the best. The idea was to improve the singing. 
With the right people singing the right part—soprano, alto, tenor, and 
bass—the rest of the congregation would get better and sound better. 
This sounds like an excellent idea! We want to improve, right? When visi-
tors attend, we want to sound professional and polished, right? It would 
help the work tremendously! 

 But what has happened, doctrinally, to the congregations that 
started down that path? If they did not repent and stop that practice, 
they slid into apostasy. The micro-phoned men and women became a 
choir. The singing received more attention in the services than the 
preaching and Lord’s Supper. Those that were not highlighted in the wor-
ship service had hard feelings toward those that were. Questions of in-
struments in the worship began to be asked and in some cases accepted. 
What a dangerous practice! Did the congregations that began such a 
practice ever ask, “Where is the Bible authority for such a practice?” 
There are certain expedients in singing that are authorized, i.e. song 
books, pitch pipe, overhead or Powerpoint songs, song order, etc.  [An 
expedient is something done or used, that is not explicitly stated in scrip-
ture, to most effectively enable a congregation of God’s people to carry 
out the commands of God. For instance, the use of a church building 
helps a congregation to meet God’s requirement to assemble on the First 
Day of the Week.] 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Services: 

Sunday: 

Bible Class 9:00am 

Worship  10:00am 

Evening  5:00pm 

Ladies’ Class: 

Tuesday  10:00am 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study 7:00pm 

 

Website: capefearcoc.org  

Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: Byran Hatcher 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Brian Godfrey 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   John Williams 

Assisting:  Brynn Hatcher 

  Charles Perkins 

  Adam Byrd 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Jon Williams 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Phil Byrd 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Lord’s Supper: Kyle Pool 

Closing Prayer: Eric Rolshouse 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Calvin Austin 

Reading:  Ps. 107:29-35 

Invitation: Byran Hatcher 

 

 

 

Beginning the Journey 

 

 

I. By ____________  ____________ 

 

 

 

 

II. ____________ and ____________ 

 

 

 

 

III.  ____________ and ____________ 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Canned corn 



 

 

 Here is where we often get into trouble. Whose standard does the church use to 

determine the best singer? Perhaps those interested in auditioning should go in front of 

TV’s “The Voice” judges? If not them, then who? Those in the congregation with a music 

degree? The Elders who might not know anything about music? 

 The problem is in the motivation. Those that desire for a better “sound” are think-

ing in worldly terms. The purpose for our singing is to teach and admonish one another. 

We are to sing praises to God Almighty, giving Him what He wants. Remember, God is the 

audience of worship, not those sitting in the pews. They are participants. The audience has 

different criteria of a “good singer” than the participants. 

 In the assembly is a lonely widow. The years have not been kind to her voice. As 

she sings, her voice cracks and then for a note or two goes silent. She has served the Lord 

all of her life. She reared her children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. She 

taught Bible classes for over forty years. She made homemade sourdough bread to feed 

the hungry and welcome newcomers to the area. She was the helpmeet to an elder of the 

congregation for almost thirty years. Now as she sits in the pew she lifts her heart and sings 

“To Christ Be Loyal and Be True…” What a great singer! 

 In the same assembly is a young man that came from a broken home. His parents 

do not know the Lord, but a friend introduced him to the church and he obeyed the gospel. 

Even though he is tone deaf, he loves to sing the words, “O my God, I trust in thee. Let me 

not be ashamed, let not my enemies triumph over me.” In human terms his singing is just a 

little off-key. But what about Gods’ terms? Here is a great singer! 

 Let us never give in to worldly pressures and standards. Let us keep God as the au-

dience and allow His word to give us the authority for all that we do in work and worship. 

—BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 9/20/15 

Bible Class: 69   A.M. Worship: 95 P.M. Worship: 62 

Contribution: $2,605.25  DB Readers: 27   Chapters read: 489 

Prayer Requests 

Margaret Langston is now at home. Francis Salaz had successful surgery and is back at home recuperating. 

Carolyn Pierce was in both CFVRMC and UNC Chapel Hill, but is now back at home. The Mitchell family need 

our prayers. Linda Boston is facing some trying times.  Phil Byrd’s parents are declining in health. Brian Cim-

bura, Gloria Emerick’s son-in-law is in Afghanistan.  

Rudy Gray is back at home, but has been able to come to worship a few times. Linda Williams has been do-

ing better with her ankle; also her brother, Willie “Wayne” Pipkins, has an incurable heart condition and is 

not doing well. The Williams have gone to Baltimore to visit him. Anita Bottger is still recovering from her 

fall. Venson Oliver will be going to Korea next month. Active military. Please keep all our active duty military 

members in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for 

them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Francis Salaz, Becky 

Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Jaimie Phillips and Thelma Ad-

ams. 

Special Recognition 

Our new Bible School Curriculum for our children’s classes (EHT) and our Adult classes (Sain Publication) is 

going very well. Thanks to the teachers who give so much in teaching others the good news! 

MBM: October 4th at 3pm followed by our monthly singing at 5pm 

Men’s lunch: October 8th @ Golden Corral at 11:30am. 

Titus 2 Ladies: Next class will be at the Kathie Byrd’s. October 10th 9am 

Fall Get-together: at the Price’s. October 10th beginning at 3pm. Bring meat for the grill and a side. 

Teacher Appreciation Dinner: is going to be rescheduled for later in the year. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


