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Can We Use the Thief on the Cross Today? 

 On occasion someone might come across an account in the scrip-
tures and think it is for everyone for all time. Such is a false assumption. 
Many things found in the Bible are not for us today, but were very much 
in force when God spoke that command to someone else. We do not tend 
the Garden of Eden, but Adam and Eve were to do that very thing. We are 
not to build an ark, but Noah did to the saving of his household. We are 
not to encompass a city 13 times in order to defeat it, but the Children of 
Israel had to do that in order for Jericho to fall. We do not keep the Sab-
bath, but the Jews, under penalty of death, were to do so. 

 Then there was a time of transition; when Jesus walked upon the 
earth, speaking His will to man. How many come to the conclusion “I 
want to be saved like Nicodemus” as recorded in John three? That’s right, 
he was told to be baptized. How many come to the conclusion “I want to 
be saved like Zaccheus” (Luke 19:1-9)? Oh, he was to repent and treat 
others as he would want to be treated. How many come to the conclusion 
“I want to be saved like the Rich Young Ruler” (Luke 18:18-25)? Oh, he 
was to give away everything he owned and follow the Master. These men 
had the same opportunity afforded them by the same Savior during His 
life here on earth, and yet not one person today points to these men and 
says, “I want to be saved just like them!” 

 The same ones that desire to be saved “like the thief on the 
cross,” forget about Jesus’ teaching on His abilities while on earth. One 
day Jesus entered into a house to teach and He knew that the Scribes and 
Pharisees were listening to His teaching and paying close attention to eve-
rything He did. They did thus in order that they could catch Him in some 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 

Cape Fear Church of Christ 

3808 Village Drive 

Fayetteville, NC 28304 

Phone: (910) 425-1108 

Services: 

Sunday: 

Bible Class 9:00am 

Worship  10:00am 

Evening  5:00pm 

Ladies’ Class: 

Tuesday  10:00am 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study 7:00pm 

 

Website: capefearcoc.org  

Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: Byran Hatcher 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Scot Parchman 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   John Williams 

Assisting:  Calvin Austin 

  Alex Freshley 

  Mark Price 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Steve Conley 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: John Williams 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Lord’s Supper: Kyle Pool 

Closing Prayer: Jon Williams 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Byran Hatcher 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Jon Williams 

Reading:  Ps. 107:21-28 

Invitation: Scot Parchman 

 

 

 

Grace Gives 

 

I. 

 

 

 

II. 

 

 

 

III. 

 

 

 

IV. 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Mixed vegetables 



 

 

lie or other inconsistency, not to learn from Him and obey. The house was so swol-

len with people that a man with the palsy could not get in the house to be healed; 

so his friends carried him up to the rooftop and let him down in the midst of Jesus 

and the crowd through the tiles of the roof. Upon witnessing such an event unfold, 

Jesus immediately pronounced the man’s sins forgiven because of the faith... OF 

THE FRIENDS! This caused such an uproar with the Scribes and Pharisees, they ac-

cused Him of blasphemy. They would have been correct if Jesus were an ordinary 

man, but He is not an ordinary man, He is the Son of God. Jesus then said, 

“Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? 

But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, 

(he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, 

and go into thine house” (Luke 5:23,24).  

 While Jesus was walking upon the earth He could forgive any sin He so de-

sired. Certainly the Lord forgave many of their sins that are not recorded in scrip-

ture. Jesus, however, is no longer on the earth and able to forgive men of their sins 

verbally. Hebrews 9:16 and 17, “For where a testament is, there must also of neces-

sity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead: 

otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.” When Jesus died His 

Last Will and Testament came into force. The thief on the cross lived and died be-

fore that will came into force so he was never subject to it. All those living today 

are. Not one person alive today has the ability to be saved “like the thief on the 

cross” because our circumstances are totally different. 

—BTH 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 9/13/15 

Bible Class: 65   A.M. Worship: 88 P.M. Worship: 69 

Contribution: $2,780.76  DB Readers: N/A  Chapters read: N/A 

Gospel Meeting Attendance—Mon: 56  Tues: 53 Wed: 62 

Prayer Requests 

Margaret Langston is now at home. Francis Salaz had successful surgery and is back at home recuperating. 

The Mitchell family need our prayers. Linda Boston is facing some trying times.  Phil Byrd’s parents are de-

clining in health. Brian Cimbura, Gloria Emerick’s son-in-law is in Afghanistan.  

Rudy Gray is back at home. Linda Williams has been doing better with her ankle; also her brother, Willie 

“Wayne” Pipkins, has an incurable heart condition and is not doing well. Venson Oliver will be going to Ko-

rea next month. Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could 

be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Francis Salaz, Becky 

Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Jaimie Phillips and Thelma Ad-

ams. 

Special Recognition 

“This was a 12lb meeting!” is a direct quote from Eddy Craft our Guest Speaker for the week. He did a won-

derful job all week and we want everyone to get a copy of his lessons. Thanks for putting in so much hard 

work to make this meeting a success as well. It will pay off big dividends in the here and the hereafter. 

The teens travelled to Cary for their annual youth rally. Thanks to all the drivers and chaperones. 

No 3rd Sunday fellowship meal after services this morning. There is a group going bowling after services, if 

you would like to go, all are invited. 

Game Night: Friday night the 25th. 

MBM: October 4th at 3pm 

Men’s lunch: October 8th @ Golden Corral at 11:30am 

Teacher Appreciation Dinner: October 10th @ 6pm at the church building 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


