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Hooked!   

 Between June 2002 and November 2005, Annie Donnelly of Farm-
ingville , NY , embezzled more then $2.3 million from her employer, Great 
South Bay Surgical Associates.  According to Associated Press writer, 
Frank Eltman, Donnelly wrote company checks in varying amounts for 
cash or payable to herself and falsely accounted them as payments to 
vendors associated with the medical office.  

 What did she do with the money?   She gambled it! 

 Donnelly spent as much as $6,000 a day playing the lottery.  “She 
obviously had a gambling problem,” said Donna Planty, assistant district 
attorney.  “She appeared to be caught up in the high of winning." 

 Donnelly, desiring to win big, ended up losing big!  She broke the 
law, and she will have to suffer the consequences.  Investigators believe 
Donnelly may have won lottery jackpots of $5,000 or even $25,000, but 
not enough to repay the money she has stolen – a debt which she will 
ultimately have to repay.  She also faces four to 12 years in prison for her 
theft. 

 Donnelly’s problem describes a problem all of us have: the prob-
lem of sin.  Sin claims to offer pleasure and excitement (and it may – for a 
while; cf. Hebrews 11:25).  But when we engage in sin, in the end, we 
lose.  We lose our dignity, our freedom, and our hope.  A wise person has 
observed: “Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer 
than you want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.” 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 

Cape Fear Church of Christ 

3808 Village Drive 

Fayetteville, NC 28304 

Phone: (910) 425-1108 

Services: 

Sunday: 

Bible Class 9:00am 

Worship  10:00am 

Evening  5:00pm 

Ladies’ Class: 

Tuesday  10:00am 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study 7:00pm 

 

Website: capefearcoc.org  

Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: Phil Byrd 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Kevin Mitchell 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Eric Austin 

Assisting:  Mark Price 

  Eric Rolshouse 

  Rick Caldwell 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Dustin Pool 

Evening 

Song Leader: Byran Hatcher 

Opening Prayer: Brian Godfrey 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Lord’s Supper: Calvin Austin 

Closing Prayer: Alex Freshley 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Byran Hatcher 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Dustin Pool 

Reading:  Ps. 106:1-8 

Invitation: Chad Futrell 

 

 

 

Facing the Giant 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

#2 Pencils 



 

 

 Similar to the imagery of using "bait" to catch a fish, James describes how 

we are tempted to sin: “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his 

own desires and enticed.  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 

sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death” (James 1:14-15).  The process begins 

with our own desires, and if we “take the bait,” we are “hooked,” and on our way 

to destruction! 

 But through Christ, we may be set free from the "trap" of sin.  He died on 

the cross to pay the price for our sins, and to set us free from its power over our 

lives.  When we believe in Him and trust Him (Acts 16:30-31), turn from our sins in 

repentance (2 Corinthians 7:9-10), confess Him before men (Romans 10:9-10), and 

are baptized (immersed) into Christ (Acts 2:38; 22:16), our sins are washed away.  

We are no longer under its bondage and condemnation.  “There is therefore now 

no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).  If we will contin-

ue to strive and walk in faithful obedience to Him, then He will continue to cleanse 

us from our sins (1 John 1:7-9). 

Each of us has been “hooked” by sin - and when we "gamble" with our soul….we 

lose! Only Christ can set us free – and He will, if we will trust and obey Him. 

 

- BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 7/26/15 

Bible Class: 61   A.M. Worship: 84 P.M. Worship: 34 

Contribution: $2,355.00  DB Readers: 17   Chapters read: 402 

July Attendance Averages 

Bible Class: 51   A.M. Worship: 84 P.M. Worship: 51 

Contribution: $2,519.46  DB Readers: 16   Chapters read: 389 

Prayer Requests 

Margaret Langston is back in the hospital after a short stay in rehab.  She is in CFVRMC room #4630. Vera 

West hurt her back and is only doing a little better. Francis Salaz and Gloria Frye had tests recently. 

Thomas Turnage (friend of Elaine Pound) is going through some family problems right now. Kevin and 

Chasity Mitchell need our prayers. Linda Boston is facing some trying times. Several members are starting 

new jobs this summer. We wish them all the best.  

Phil Byrd’s parents are declining in health. Brian Cimbura, Gloria Emerick’s son-in-law is in Afghanistan. 

Rudy Gray is back at home from Rehab. Linda Williams has been doing better with her ankle. Active mili-

tary. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict area 

at a moments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Rudy and Lettie Gray, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Francis Salaz, Becky 

Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, John & Linda Williams, Tiffany Oliver, Jaimie Phillips and Thelma Ad-

ams. 

Special Recognition 

We are hard at work to begin our new curriculum for the Bible School in September. A letter will go out to 

the congregation to give more details. Thanks to the teachers that came to the workday yesterday morning. 

Polishing the Pulpit: August 21-28 in Gatlinburg, TN. Register online now if you are planning on attending. 

Fall Gospel Meeting with Eddie Craft. September 13-16. 

Young Men’s Worship: Sunday Evening August 30th. 

Our singing will change to Sunday night! The monthly singing will be the 1st Sunday Night of the month be-

ginning September 6th. 

Next Men’s lunch will be September 3rd @ Golden Corral on Skibo 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


