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A Leap into the Dark? 
By Eric Lyon, M. Min. 

One of the most abused verses in all of Scripture is 2 Corinthians 
5:7: “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” Often, those who 
“expound” upon the apostle Paul’s statement explain that faith im-
plies something less than knowledge—that is, they teach that we 
must accept evidence blindly and take a “leap of faith.” Many so-
called teachers and preachers, when commenting on 2 Corinthians 
5:7, argue for a separation of faith and facts. German theologian 
Hans Kung upheld this idea of “biblical” faith when he wrote: “Even 
in faith, then, there is no certainty entirely free from doubt. In faith, 
we must commit ourselves to something uncertain” (1980, p. 61). 
Similar to Kung’s ideas about faith is the statement of televangelist 
Robert Schuller, who suggested: “Faith is a commitment to an un-
provable assumption” (1984). If these men are correct, faith is ei-
ther something based on no proof at all or something composed of 
a small amount of knowledge and a big dose of uncertainty that 
allows men to “act like” they know something when, in fact, they 
do not. Is this the kind of faith to which Paul was referring when he 
wrote his second epistle to the Corinthians? 
Second Corinthians 5:7 is both amplified and clarified by verse 16 of 
that same chapter: “Therefore, from now on, we regard no one ac-
cording to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according 
to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.” In other words, 
in the past Jesus had been present in the flesh, and hence could be 
known by sight. But, at the time Paul wrote his letters to the 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Green Beans 



 

 

Corinthians, the situation had changed—Christ no longer was on the Earth. Thus, the 
apostle Paul clarified his statement about not walking “by sight” with the phrase 
“now we know Him thus no longer.” Of course, Christ still could be known, but not 
“after the flesh.” Had Paul written 2 Corinthians while Christ still was living upon the 
Earth, these passages (5:7,16) never would have been included among his remarks. 
But since they were written at some point after Christ’s ascension, Paul therefore 
was compelled to make the comparison he did in 2 Corinthians 5:7. 

His point, quite simply, was this. There was a time when faith and sight went togeth-
er. That is to say, at one time in history, men walked by faith because of sight (cf. 
John 4:41; 20:25-29). However, eventually followers of Jesus possessed a faith in 
Him that was not based upon sight, but instead upon such things as credible testi-
mony, deduction, and revelation. Jesus indicated His approval of those whose faith 
is based upon knowledge gained in ways other than by sight when he told 
“doubting” Thomas: “Because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). 

Today, Christians can have a genuine faith without sight, thanks to such things as 
credible testimony from reliable eyewitnesses (such as Peter, James, John, and Paul) 
and other means of knowledge that are not necessarily dependent upon having per-
sonally seen something firsthand (cf. 1 Peter 1:8-9). All of us believe in people, plac-
es, and events that we never have seen personally, yet that does not diminish their 
factuality. Nor does the absence of “sight” weaken the faith routinely produced via 
credible testimony from people of the past who did witness such things. Truly, one 
may “walk by faith, not by sight,” and still possess knowledge-based faith. 

One thing is for sure: the Bible nowhere discusses or recognizes the legitimacy of any con-

cept such as a “leap of faith.” 

— from apologeticspress.org 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 3/22/15 

Bible Class: 61   A.M. Worship: 90  P.M. Worship: 53 

Contribution: $2,867.89  DB Readers: 15   Chapters read: 382 

Prayer Requests 

Kim Perkins’ cousin, and her cousins son, perished in a house fire last week. Please keep this family in your 

prayers, but especially Kim at this time. 

Phil Byrd’s parents are declining in health. Pray for comfort and strength for the Byrd family.  

Alice Morrison has moved in with her son, Pete. Linda Williams has been doing better with her ankle. John 

Williams shoulder is doing better but still sore. Active military. Please keep all our active duty military mem-

bers in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for 

them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, 

Linda Williams, Geraldine Cook, Charles Perkins and Thelma Adams. 

Special Recognition 

We enjoyed a great time of fellowship at Game Night on Friday night. Thanks to those that brought food and 

board games. The young ones also had a blast running and playing. I was most surprised by our teen crowd. 

They had a lot of fun, especially those that were visiting. 

Young Men’s Service: the young men of the congregation will be leading the service tonight. Come and sup-

port our young men as they mature in the work of the Lord. God bless all of our young people! 

Spring Cleaning Workday: Saturday April 11th 9 till. Bring yard equipment and cleaning supplies. 

Ladies’ Day at Cape Fear: April 18th. Kathy Jones will be speaking. 

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 19-22. David Jones will be speaking. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


