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Esau: Failure To See the Big Picture 
 

There are few characters of the Bible that failed in their potential 
the way that Esau did. Esau was the oldest son of the son of Prom-
ise, Isaac. He was a big strong man and very able in the field to pro-
vide for himself and others. He should have received Isaac’s bless-
ing and been in the seed line of Jesus. But he wasn’t because he 
failed. His failure in life? He did not have any vision. Instead Esau 
was only concerned about the here and now. How tragic for him, 
but how powerful a lesson for us! 
 
 Esau’s nearsightedness was cost him dearly. The account is 
well known. Esau went out to hunt and when he came back home 
he was hungry. Jacob had prepared a meal that looked and smelled 
so good to Esau. Even a bowl of stew between brothers has its 
price, and this one was huge: his birthright. A forward-thinking wise 
individual would know that this was not an even deal, but Esau 
agreed anyway.  
 
 How did Esau come to such a rash and foolish decision? He 
lacked vision. He focused solely on the here-and-now with little re-
gard for what might lie ahead. He relied on his birth-order and not 
his word and honor. He traded the valuable for the vanishing. He 
regarded the material and physical higher than the spiritual. In eve-
ry case he was wrong to make the bargain he made. He could not 
get out of it, he could not back down or get his father to step in and  

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Steve Pool 
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A Leader in Progress 

Leadership in the Life of Joseph 
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Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Peanut Butter Crackers 



 

 

intercede on his behalf. He was going to have to pay in full when the bill came due, 

and pay he did.  

Esau’s lack of vision also caused him to blame the wrong person. Esau was upset 

with his brother, but the person he should have been upset with was himself. Jacob 

did not force Esau into the decision. We see this role lived out among even their 

descendants. Esau’s nickname was “Red” or “Edom.” So his descendants were the 

Edomites. They were constant thorns in the side of the nation of Israel. Though 

they were all cousins, there was great animosity between the nations. It all 

stemmed from a man without vision. Unfortunately he passed it on to those after 

him. 

 Esau had terrible vision. This is even recognized by the writer of Hebrews. 

“Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of 

meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that afterward, when he would have in-

herited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though 

he sought it carefully with tears” (Hebrews 12:16,17). We need vision if we want to 

see heaven. Value your inheritance of better things more than the things of this 

world. 

— BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 2/22/15 

Bible Class: 53  A.M. Worship: 88  P.M. Worship: 48 

Contribution: $2,495.70 DB Readers: 13   Chapters read: 409 

February Averages 

Bible Class: 56  A.M. Worship: 87  P.M. Worship: 53 

Contribution: $2,614.54 DB Readers: 16   Chapters read: 384 

Prayer Requests 

Rudy Gray had a stroke last Sunday morning. He has been in the hospital all week and is now in the Rehab 

center at CFVMC in room 4201. He would love for you to stop by and see him. 

Charles Perkins mother, Linda, has a blood clot in her leg. 

Jennifer Hatcher’s mother, Robbie Sprayberry, is having some tests done this week. 

Phil Byrd’s parents are declining in health. Pray for comfort and strength for the Byrd family.  

Alice Morrison has moved in with her son, Pete. Linda Williams has a boot on her leg to correct an ankle 

problem. John Williams is slated to have surgery this week. Active military. Please keep all our active duty 

military members in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to 

pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, 

Linda Williams, Geraldine Cook, Charles Perkins and Thelma Adams. 

Special Recognition 

Even though Wednesday evening services were canceled, we were able to get together for game night on 

Friday night. Thanks to all that came and enjoyed some good fellowship. 

Men’s Business Meeting: this afternoon at 3pm 

Men’s Lunch: Thursday, March 5th 11:30 @ PDQ on Skibo/McPherson Church Road 

Carolina Men’s Fellowship: Saturday, March 14th. See bulletin board for more details. 

Ladies’ Day at Cape Fear: April 18th. Kathy Jones will be speaking. 

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 19-22. David Jones will be speaking. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


