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| believe if we could get “God” right, most of our problems would disappear. If we
would stop treating God as though he were tame and and able to be manipulated,
we wouldn’t presume to change his commandments. Our problems today are really
not “the role of women in the church,” “the necessity of baptism for salvation,” or
“instrumental music in worship;” rather our problem is more singular. We have
failed to emphasize and consequently have forgotten that God is a consuming fire!

How else do we explain that when we gather to worship, instead of hearing gasps
of “awe,” we sometimes hear “yawns of boredom?” Instead of God being a con-
suming fire having the power to refine and even destroy, we have reduced him to a
safe, flickering candle that barely provides illumination. We have allowed

the familiarity of “sonship” to breed contempt and presumptousness toward God
and his commands.

Friends, God is so much more than “the little man behind the curtain.” He’s more
than just a man with a deep, thundering voice (Numbers 23:19). He can’t be ma-
nipulated. He can’t be marginalized. He can’t be tamed. And he can’t be putin a
box of our making. He isn’t manageable. God is God. He is omnipotent, omnipres-
ent, omniscient, and omnibenevolent. In spite of revealing himself to us, he re-
mains a mystery. Consequently, we should worship and obey him with awe, cau-
tion, and reverent fear. “Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and his great-
ness is unsearchable” (Psalm 145:3).

— taken from “preachinghelp.org”
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Prayer Requests

Ed and Francis Salaz’ son, Ed Jr., had successful back surgery. They are in St. Louis. Linda Hernandez’ brother
-in-law is not doing well. He is in the St. Louis area.

Sandra Pound’s boss, Bob Beachler, lost his wife this week.
Phil Byrd’s parents are declining in health. Pray for comfort and strength for the Byrd family.

Alice Morrison has moved in with her son, Pete. Linda Williams has a hard cast on her leg to correct an an-
kle problem. John Williams is slated to have surgery in early March. Active military. Please keep all our ac-
tive duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Re-
member to pray for them and their families as well.

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita
Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd and Cecil Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen,
Linda Williams, Geraldine Cook, Charles Perkins and Thelma Adams.

Special Recognition

Thanks to Gloria Emerick and Geraldine Cook for all their hard work with the Valentine’s Day dinner! It was a
wonderful evening. Also thanks to the men that led the Youth Devotional. This congregation is so blessed
with people of such talent. Everyone appreciated it so much.

Carolina Men’s Fellowship: Saturday, March 14th. See bulletin board for more details.
Ladies’ Day @ Cary: Sign-up sheet in fellowship hall. See Cookie or Gloria E. for transportation needs & info.
Ladies’ Day at Cape Fear: April 18th. Kathy Jones will be speaking.

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 19-22. David Jones will be speaking.




