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Silver Linings 
  
 We sometimes wonder why we go through certain trials. Especial-
ly when we endure the consequences of the actions of others, or must 
persevere an extended illness over which we have no control. A story 
from Africa comes to mind. There was a king that had a friend who re-
marked that everything was good, whether it seemed that way or not. 
One day the two men went hunting. The friend would load a black pow-
der gun for the king, and the king would shoot the game. The friend made 
a mistake and when the king fired the gun, his thumb was taken off. The 
friend replied, “this is good.” The king was enraged and said, “no this is 
not good,” and threw his friend in jail. 
 A year later, the king was hunting too near to his enemies who 
were cannibals. He was subsequently captured and taken to the village to 
be eaten. The cannibals made a great feast that night. They stacked wood 
and drove a stake in the ground to roast their enemy. But as they were 
tying the king to the stake they noticed that his thumb was missing. The 
tribe of cannibals, being very superstitious, would not eat anyone that 
was less than whole. So they untied the king and allowed him to return 
home. 
 As he returned home he thought of the events that led to his re-
lease and felt remorse for jailing his friend. When he arrived home he im-
mediately went to the jail and set his friend free. He apologized for 
wrongfully jailing his friend saying, “it was good that my thumb was taken 
off. If it had been whole, I would have been eaten. It was not good that I 
kept you in jail for a year.” To which the friend replied, “it was good for 
me to be in jail, because if I was not in jail, then I would have been 
hunting with you!” 
 Of course, bad things happen to everyone. If there is life, then at  

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Old Testament 

 

 

I. According to 

 

 

 

II. It is Written 

 

 

 

III. To Bless Man 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Green Beans 



 

 

some point there is going to be pain. When we experience pain and disappoint-
ment our focus should turn from self to others. Not even God has existed without 
pain. From the Garden to today He is disappointed with those that refuse to listen 
to Him. We cannot even comprehend what He goes through when He sees His 
children rejecting Him. He experienced pain and humility on the cross. He experi-
enced pain when the early church was being persecuted. If the God of Heaven 
looked at His creation and was so disturbed by what men were doing that He 
moved to destroy the world with a great flood, what are His feelings about what 
men are doing today? They have not changed. 
 We also must look at the trials of others. When going through some difficult 
situation, I can easily look around me and know that there are manifold others 
that have it so much worse. Even to the degree that I feel as though I have experi-
enced almost no pain, no disappointment, no heartache compared to others. God 
blesses His children that follow Him. Will difficulties arise? Yes! But it is usually in 
the form of discipline for my own sins. Will heartaches come? Yes! But God will 
make sure that all my tears are wiped away. Will I cry out to my God for help? Yes! 
Not a day goes by that I do not need His help. I rely on Him to get me through situ-
ations that are too big for me to handle alone. But God, through His Word, guides 
and instructs so that I can navigate through life successfully. 
 If we are faithful to God, at the end of this life we can indeed echo the scrip-
ture, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).  
 

 

- BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 2/1/15 

Bible Class: 55  A.M. Worship: 85  P.M. Worship: 59 

Contribution: $2,529.50 DB Readers: 19   Chapters read: 393 

Prayer Requests 

Rudy Gray is recovering from a heart attack in January. He is much better, but still very weak. 

Let’s continue to pray for Margaret Langston, and Gwen and Sarah Jennen, in the passing of Brother B. G. 

Langston. Also continue to remember Vera West in the death of her husband, Lawrence. 

Phil Byrd’s parents are declining in health. Pray for comfort and strength for the Byrd family.  

Alice Morrison has moved in with her son, Pete. Linda Williams has a hard cast on her leg to correct an an-

kle problem. John Williams is slated to have surgery in early March. Active military. Please keep all our ac-

tive duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Re-

member to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, 

Linda Williams, Geraldine Cook, Charles Perkins and Thelma Adams. 

Special Recognition 

We have several that go out of their way to help others get to worship every week. There are also those that 

help their brethren to get groceries, make doctors appointments, etc. Keep up the good work! 

February Youth Devo, Friday Feb. 13th at the building @ 6pm. Further details later. 

Carolina Men’s Fellowship: Saturday, March 14th. See bulletin board for more details. 

Ladies’ Day @ Cary: Sign-up sheet in fellowship hall. See Cookie or Gloria E. for transportation needs & info. 

Ladies’ Day at Cape Fear: April 18th. Kathy Jones will be speaking. 

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 19-22. David Jones will be speaking. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


