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James 1:5 “Wisdom” 

By Brock Hartwigsen 

In James 1:5 we are told that if we lack wisdom we should go to God in 
prayer and ask Him for wisdom. Sadly this verse is often misunderstood 
because people confuse wisdom with knowledge and understanding and 
because they fail to examine the context of the verse. 

God made a distinction between wisdom, knowledge, and understanding 
when He told Moses, “I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, 
and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workman-
ship” (Exodus 31:1-3). 

Simply put “knowledge” is the learning of facts and information. 
“Understanding” is grasping the meaning of facts and information learned 
and to be able to use them. “Wisdom” is being able to use and apply the 
facts and information learned to discover new things. To put it another 
way, understanding is the ability to use knowledge you have and wisdom 
is the ability to go beyond what you have learned. 

To illustrate the differences between wisdom, knowledge, and under-
standing, let’s consider auto mechanics. First knowledge; a student learns 
how a car’s motor works. Second understanding; a mechanic can fix a 
car’s motor. Lastly wisdom, an engineer can design a new and improved 
motor for the car. 

James writes about two different wisdoms: Earthly wisdom and Godly 
wisdom. James defines Earthly wisdom as, “earthly, sensual, devil-
ish” (James 3:15). He tells us that the fruits of Earthly Wisdom are envy, 
strife, confusion, and every evil work (vs 16). James defines Godly Wis-
dom, “is from above [and] is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,  and easy 
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to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocri-
sy” (vs 17). 

From the context of James 1:5 we can learn that the Godly Wisdom we are to pray for is 
the wisdom to understand and endure one’s trials and temptations. Let’s review the con-
text of this verse. Verses 2-4: you are going to be tried and tempted, don’t let it get you 
down. Verses 5-8: pray for wisdom to understand and endure your trials and temptations. 
Verses 9-11: remember those who try you will be brought down by God and you will be 
exalted. Verses 12-18: you will be tested, tried and tempted by your own desires and weak-
nesses. 

James is not telling us in this verse to just pray to God for wisdom and then sit down and 
wait to receive it. That’s not how it works. In fact, that is not how God works. When it 
comes to physical food Jesus taught us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 
6:11). But Paul by inspiration wrote, “If any would not work, neither let him eat” (2 Thessa-
lonians 3:10). 

When it comes to wisdom needed to live a faithful life of service, which is what James is 
writing about. We need to pray for such wisdom, but we also need to get to work. Without 
knowledge and experience there can be no wisdom. We need to pray for wisdom and seek 
out and obtain the knowledge needed to get that wisdom. In other words, we need to , 
“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Once we obtain some knowledge we 
need to put it to work to gain the experience we need to get the wisdom we desire. 
“Strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have 
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5:14). When it comes to 
praying for wisdom we need to, “Pray like it depends on God and work like it depends on 
us.” 
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By The Numbers 

Attendance 1/11/15 

Bible Class: 63  A.M. Worship: 88  P.M. Worship: 50 

Contribution: $2,359.60 DB Readers: 17   Chapters read: 395 

Prayer Requests 

Becky Pool’s boss, Reid Crane, is in WakeMed in critical condition. The family is asking for prayers. 

Let’s continue to pray for Margaret Langston, and Gwen and Sarah Jennen, in the passing of Brother B. G. 

Langston. Also continue to remember Vera West in the death of her husband, Lawrence. 

Phil Byrd’s parents are declining in health. Pray for comfort and strength for the Byrd family. 

Alice Morrison is in The Carrollon nursing home room 114. Linda Williams has a hard cast on her leg to cor-

rect an ankle problem. Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. 

They could be called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as 

well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, 

Linda Williams, Geraldine Cook, Charles Perkins and Thelma Adams. 

 

Special Recognition 

There are some special people that continue to keep the building and grounds neat and clean. They do such 

wonderful work! They even go out of their way to clean up messes that other people make. What a display 

of Christianity! Thank you! 

Fellowship meal after morning services. Also, Super Bowl party on Feb 1st at the Hatcher’s.  

January Youth Devo has been moved to January 25th after the PM service. February Youth Devo, Friday Feb. 

13th at the building @ 6pm. Further details later. 

Teacher Workshop: Saturday, January 31st at 9:00am, this is for all teachers. Carolina Men’s Fellowship: 

Saturday, March 14th. See bulletin board for more details. 

Ladies’ Day @ Cary: Sign-up sheet in fellowship hall. See Cookie or Gloria E. for transportation needs & info. 
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