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 The “secret” to a better 2015 

While reading email or just surfing the internet, I often come across “ads” 
that read like this: “one weird trick to get rid of belly fat,” “what one mom 
discovered to whiten her teeth,” and “the secret banks don’t want you to 
know.” Is there no end to false advertising and gimmickry to lure the hap-
less into a frivolous purchase? Well, no. But secrets are alluring. Remem-
ber though, there really are no “secrets” as some would have us believe 
(Ecclesiastes 1:9). Anything that is valuable is something that is tried and 
true and all know about it. So it is somewhat of a misleading title. The 
contents of this article are no “secret” at all, but a gentle reminder of how 
to make this year a success. 

1. Keep the Kingdom of God first 

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33). It is so easy to allow 
worldly pursuits to get in between us and our true goal of going to heav-
en. However, if we constantly remind ourselves to put the Kingdom first 
and God’s righteousness, then the material things will come. We must be 
courageous to defy a “me-first-everyone-else-last” culture. A culture that 
promotes the fast and easy, the immediate gratification, is a culture that 
does not value what God values. He values hard work, patience, generosi-
ty, the spiritual well-being above the physical well-being. 

2. Possess a grateful heart 

“In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus con-
cerning you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). I don’t know if there is stronger lan-
guage other than “this is the will of God” as a commandment. God’s peo-
ple are a grateful people. When things are wonderful, give thanks. When  

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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things are terrible, give thanks. Regardless of the state we are in there is always something 
for which to be grateful.  

3. Strive for greater knowledge and wisdom in His Word 

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and for ever. Amen” (2 Peter 3:18). We can achieve a greater level of 
knowledge when we approach God’s Word with an open mind. We must desire to continue 
to learn. There must be a desire to put into practice the things written. “But strong meat 
belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5:14). 

4. Be enthusiastic about the Lord’s work 

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in 
Israel statutes and judgments” (Ezra 7:10). When it comes to the Lord’s work, it is the 
greatest work one can do. There are many challenges to the work. Some of those challeng-
es come from without; the world—coworkers, associates, acquaintances—members of our 
own family, and members of the Lord’s Body. These can be difficult to deal with, especially 
pressures from within the church. Some challenges come from within. When we are not in 
tune with what the Lord wants it becomes difficult to accomplish His will over my own. 
When I am enthusiastic about His work, though, even when I get in the way, it is easier to 
remove myself from the steering wheel and let Him take over.  When I have real joy when 
His will is accomplished more than when my will is done, then I have the right heart to be 
enthusiastic about the Lord’s work. 

 

Nope, no secrets here. Same as always. But maybe, just maybe we will listen to the wise 
man as he exhorts us, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep 
his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). 

 

- BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 1/4/15 

Bible Class: 59  A.M. Worship: 90  P.M. Worship: 48 

Contribution: $2,664.95 DB Readers: 14   Chapters read: 358 

Prayer Requests 

Rudy Gray recently went to CFVRMC and 3 stents were needed to clear blockages in the arteries in his heart. 

He is at home recovering. Lettie says “thank you” to the congregation for all the prayers. 

Let’s continue to pray for Margaret Langston, and Gwen and Sarah Jennen, in the passing of Brother B. G. 

Langston. Also continue to remember Vera West in the death of her husband, Lawrence. 

Alice Morrison is in The Carrollon nursing home room 114. Linda Williams had a hard cast put on her leg on 

Wednesday. Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be 

called to a conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, 

Linda Williams, Megan Moore, Geraldine Cook and Thelma Adams. 

 

Special Recognition 

Ladies’ Bible Class is back in full swing! We appreciate Geraldine Cook and her willingness to teach this class. 

There is much spiritual growth because of the class and these ladies form a wonderful network of support. 

Cookie let me know that attendance is very high.  

Young people, please register for the 2nd week of AP Camp at indiancreekyouthcamp.org 

January Youth Devo at the Pool’s residence. January 17th @ 4pm. 

Teacher Workshop: Saturday, January 31st at 9:00am, this is for all teachers. 

February Youth Devo, Friday Feb. 13th at the building @ 6pm. Further details later. 

Carolina Men’s Fellowship: Saturday, March 7. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


