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 The Missed Opportunity 

A story is told about a young man on a journey of finding his place in the 
world and how God fit into the picture. He was a graduate of a university 
in London, England. Upon his graduation, he was almost convinced that 
Christianity was the way he needed to go, but wanted to study and seek 
further evidence. He accepted employment in East Africa and moved into 
the home of a Christian family. As soon as the young man found out the 
family he would be living with were Christians (from the worlds perspec-
tive anyway) he knew this was the right place to be. 

As he worked and lived with this so-called Christian family he saw nothing 
that convinced him that Christianity was any different than any other reli-
gion in the world. The family was largely apathetic toward him and their 
own faith. They did not reach out to him about their faith, nor did they 
reach out to others. They were not very concerned about any of their 
commitments. They complained when they had to make sacrifices for the 
benefit of others. This family had a golden opportunity to influence some-
one seeking answers, yet they allowed their worldliness to trump their 
faith and the opportunity passed them by. 

This young man sought other ways to make his impact on the world. He 
decided to lead a revolution in his home country of India. You and I know 
this young man as Mahatma Gandhi, one of the most influential people of 
the 20th Century. 

What happened? The father failed to be a leader in his home. The mother 
failed in her role to nurture those in her home. The children were more 
interested in the newest and best material blessing than being content 
with what they had. They all failed to follow the example of the Apostle 
Paul and teach the people that were in their lives about the saving 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Bible Study 7:00pm 
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Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: John Williams 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Eric Austin 

Lord’s Table:  

Presiding   Scot Parchman 

Assisting:  Phil Byrd 

  Steve Pool 

  Rick Caldwell 

Sermon:  Kevin Mitchell 

Closing Prayer: Jon Williams 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Bryan Godfrey 

Sermon:  Chad Futrell 

Lord’s Supper: Brynn Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Steve Conley 

 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Byran Hatcher 

Opening Prayer: TBD 

Scripture:  Kyle Pool 

Reading:  Ps 94:17-23 

Invitation: Chad Futrell  

 

 

 

What We Can Do To 

Make a Better World 

 

I. __________ of Christ’s Followers 

 

 

 

II. New __________ 

 

 

 

III. _________ of Faith 

 

 

 

IV. __________ God 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Chicken Noodle Soup 



 

 

message of the gospel of Christ.  

What is missing from us when we do not take advantage of the good opportunities God 
gives to us is looking at others the way God looks at them. Perhaps we are working with 
someone, or involved socially, or even looking for a mate. When we do not express our 
faith by mentioning God, the church, our spiritual activities, etc. we fail God, we let down 
the church and we let down ourselves. If we are involved with the work of the church it will 
not be hard to bring up our faith. When we have a commitment to be at every service, oth-
ers take notice. When we are going to church fellowships, devotionals, singings, gospel 
meetings, spiritual days, etc. neighbors know where we have gone, family and friends plan 
their time around us, people talk to us about spiritual things when they need guidance or 
advice or help in life because they know we value our walk with God. 

Many times though Christians desperately try to keep their spiritual life a secret. If some-
one found out we were Christians they might treat us as being “different.” I wish they 
would! Some might stop being our “friend” if they knew we were Christians. They should 
not be our friends in the first place. We are to make friends of God’s children, not the chil-
dren of the world. NEVER put your relationship with someone outside the church before 
those in the church. When that starts to happen it is so easy to compromise the truth and 
begin to feel ashamed of the gospel of Christ.  

Take the G. J. Webb song to heart and “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus!” Be a true soldier of 
the cross. go into spiritual battle with the Devil and seize those opportunities to let some-
one else know about Jesus and His saving message. 

- BTH 

 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 12/28/14 

Bible Class: 46  A.M. Worship: 72  P.M. Worship: 48 

Contribution: $1,999.85 DB Readers: 14   Chapters read: 344 

December Averages 

Bible Class: 51  A.M. Worship: 89  P.M. Worship: 52 

Contribution: $2,401.28 DB Readers: 18   Chapters read: 351 

Prayer Requests 

Rudy Gray had a heart attack on Thursday. He went into surgery immediately and 2 splints were put in. He is 

at home recovering. 

Let’s continue to pray for Margaret Langston, and Gwen and Sarah Jennen, in the passing of Brother B. G. 

Langston. Also continue to remember Vera West in the death of her husband, Lawrence. 

Alice Morrison has moved to The Carrollon nursing home room 114. Linda Williams will have a hard cast put 

on her leg on Wednesday. Jon Trinity was hospitalized and released. More tests are to be run. Active mili-

tary. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a conflict area 

at a moments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, Anita 

Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jennen, 

Linda Williams, Megan Moore, Geraldine Cook and Thelma Adams. 

Special Recognition 

Thanks to Ron and Vicky Austin for opening their home to us on New Year’s Day. Everyone ate too much and 

enjoyed ourselves as well. I am pretty sure the pony rides were a hit! Thanks to Baby (the Austin’s horse), 

too! 

We rang in the New Year with games and singing. Chad did a great job organizing the event and leading sing-

ing. 

Young people, please register for the 2nd week of AP Camp at indiancreekyouthcamp.org 

January Youth Devo at the Pool’s residence. January 17th @ 4pm. 

Men’s Business Meeting: Sunday January 4th, 3:00 

Men’s Lunch will be January 8th at PDQ (on corner of Skibo and McPherson Church Rd.) @ 11:30 

Teacher Workshop: Saturday, January 31st at 9:00am, this is for all teachers. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


