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Just A Rumor 

Most of the time when one hears or utters a “rumor” it is thought of as no big 
deal. It is a factoid perhaps based on truth but unsubstantiated, unconfirmed. 
The fact is hearing and telling rumors is destructive. Rumors become the curren-
cy of those who favor gossiping. There are some Biblical incidents where rumors 
played a major role in the behavior of God’s people. 

In Joshua 22, there was a rumor that grew out of a misunderstanding. After the 
conquest of Canaan the tribes of Gad, Reuben, and the half tribe of Manasseh 
returned home to the east side of the Jordan river. Upon arrival at the border of 
their land, they built an altar (Joshua 22:10). Some on the west side of Jordan 
took this altar as rebellion (Joshua 22:16). Then the “rumor mill” got cranked up 
and a civil war almost erupted. Cooler heads prevailed and after some frank dis-
cussion and honest communication the purpose for the altar was revealed. It 
was, “not for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice, but that it may be a witness be-
tween us and you” (Joshua 22:26-27). These men pledged to help their brethren 
conquer Canaan while their families were at home in already conquered land 
east of the Jordan. This truthful explanation was given and accepted causing 
those rumors to be quelled. 

After  the resurrection of Jesus there was a rumor that sprang up because of mis-
interpretation. Just before Jesus ascended to Heaven, He was talking to Peter 
about John and made the comment, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee? Follow thou me” (John 21:22). The next verse is where the rumor be-
gins. “Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should 
not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, he shall not die; but If I will that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee” (John 21:23)? It is unknown if Peter began this rumor 
or one of the disciples took the truthful words of Peter and changed them, but 
what is certain is that Jesus never said John would not die, and of course, John—
through the Holy Spirit—clears this up. This is the way so many rumors get start-
ed. A truthful statement is either taken out of context or misinterpreted to either 
discredit the speaker or the desire to believe something that can not be. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the week: 

Canned Tuna 



 

 

The Apostle Paul was the victim of a rumor that was the result of a misrepresentation. In 
Acts 21, the Apostle Paul was defending himself against the Jews in Jerusalem. The peo-
ple’s anger was so great they laid their hands on him and said things that were not true. 
Their accusation was, “That this is the man that teacheth all men every where against the 
people, and the law, and this place [the temple—BTH]: and further brought Greeks also 
into the temple, and hath polluted this holy place” (Acts 21:28).  Supposedly Paul was the 
enemy of the people, the law, and the temple. The assumption was that an associate that 
Paul was travelling with, Trophimus, an Ephesian and Gentile, came with Paul into the tem-
ple. Of course he did no such thing, but once rumors get started, they are difficult to stop. 
If asked, no doubt these Jews spreading such rumors would justify their speech because 
they loved the people, the law, and the temple. Looking deeper, however would reveal 
that these people wanted to destroy Paul and the doctrine he was teaching. These people 
were given to violence and loved nothing more than the sight of their enemies’ blood 
staining the streets of Jerusalem. Luke—again by way of the Holy Spirit—clears up the mis-
representation.  “For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, 
whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple” (Acts 21:29). This misrepre-
sentation came about because of a supposition, an assumption, no facts whatsoever. 

These three Biblical examples then serve to show the destructive nature of rumors. The 
Christian must strive to stay away from hearing and telling rumors. Do not look at a situa-
tion and assume you know all the facts leading up to that situation. Do not listen to a state-
ment and assign a motive. Instead, give your brethren the “benefit of the doubt” and have 
your speech “seasoned with grace to the hearers.” 

- BTH 

 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 12/7/14 

Bible Class: 49  A.M. Worship: 100  P.M. Worship: 56 

Contribution: $2,781.60 DB Readers: 13   Chapters read: 322 

November Numbers Averages 

Bible Class: 57  A.M. Worship: 80  P.M. Worship: 50 

Contribution: $2,291.06 DB Readers: 17   Chapters read: 387 

Prayer Requests 

Our sincere condolences to Kim Christian in the death of her sister. She has written a “thank you” note to 

the congregation, it is posted on the bulletin board. 

B.G. Langston is in Village Green room 319. Lawrence West, Vera West’s husband is in The Woodlands nurs-

ing home, room 401. Alice Morrison has moved to The Carrollon nursing home room 114. Linda Williams is 

still dealing with ankle problems as the result of a car accident in the summer, and John has been back to the 

doctor because of various health issues. Lloyd Kimbrel has been having various health problems. Rosemary 

Rainey, friend of the Pool’s, passed away on last Friday. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: B.G. and Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, 

Anita Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jen-

nen, Linda Williams, Megan Moore, Geraldine Cook and Thelma Adams. 

Special Recognition 

Thanks to Gloria Emerick for all her diligent work. She loves this congregation so much and serves her so 

well. One can find her cleaning up the building, preparing food, organizing a game night, and sending us vital 

emails to keep us informed on the happenings of the congregation.  

Young people, please register for the 2nd week of AP Camp at indiancreekyouthcamp.org 

Wednesday night prayer meeting, December 24th. Men, if you will be present for this service, let Chad or 

Byran know. 

The 2015 budget has been approved. If you have any questions, ask a member of the finance committee. 

There will be a time also when you can talk to the committee in the next week or so. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


