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Always in Season 

One day Ian and I were talking about fishing in North Carolina. Since he is from 
the state of Washington he is very familiar with salmon fishing. He was telling me 
all about the times he would go to the river to fish for salmon. Those fish are 
huge! His natural question to me was, “when is fishing season here [in North Car-
olina]?” To which I joyfully replied, “Down here fishing is always in season.” But 
this article really has nothing to do with fish in the river, lake or pond, even 
though we were talking about bass fishing. Even in my statement to him I was 
referring to another season all together.  

Let’s put two verses of scripture together and see if they have great meaning for 
us. The first is Mark 1:17, “And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will 
make you to become fishers of men.” Jesus asked His Apostles to follow Him and 
through the process of training and experience they would become fishers of 
men. The next verse under consideration the Lord said, “Say not ye, There are yet 
four months, and then cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, 
and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest” (John 4:35). There 
was a season to harvest grain, but there is no special season to harvest souls. 

When we put these two truths together, that I am a fisher of men and that now is 
the time to harvest, we come up with one conclusion; it is always time for me to 
preach the gospel of Christ. I can do this two ways: 

1. Individually (or individual family) 

2. To a group of people 

Paul is a great example of one that did both (indeed all gospel preachers must be 
involved in both). He said, “And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto 
you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publicly, and from house to 
house” (Acts 20:20, emp. mine - BTH). Even though I am a gospel preacher and 
deliver sermons on the Lord’s Day, I also love to sit across the kitchen table from 
a soul seeking Jesus Christ and His gospel. When is a good time to approach a 
seeker of truth? Anytime! All the time! 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Let’s use Ian as a good example of what we are discussing. He moved to North Carolina from Wash-
ington. He had to move in with his brother and his children after their mother passed away. His 
brother wanted him to take care of the children while he was at work so he would not have the ex-
pense of childcare or babysitting. While waiting at the school bus stop one day for his niece and 
nephew, Sister Cook struck up a conversation with him and approached him with the gospel (using 
FOM material no less!). Even though he was going through some difficulties in life, he still took the 
Word and applied it to his life and he obeyed it from the heart (Romans 6:17).  

We are not able to tell what someone is thinking. Unfortunately we are so good at assigning motives 
for why people act in certain ways or say certain things, when we really do not know what someone 
is thinking or why they act the way they do. Just remember that people, overall, are just following 
the path of least resistance and going along with the crowd. Most do not even realize their actions 
have consequences or reflect their thinking. Approaching someone with the gospel might be the 
very thing they were wanting but could not express. This is why soul winning is always in season. 

The other way to seek and save lost souls is en masse. There are so many avenues, let me just re-
mind you of a few: Pulpit preaching; Newspaper; Television; Magazine; Blogging; Website; Use of 
social media such as Facebook and Twitter. 

These are but a few of the ways brethren are choosing to get the saving message of the gospel to a 
lost and dying world. Whether it is publicly or from house to house, we need to be involved in bring-
ing souls to the Lord. Some have a gift to write effectively; use that gift to tell the old, old story. 
Some have the gift of verbal communication; preach to the masses from the pulpit or in front of a 
camera.  

One final thought: it is always time to teach others how to get to heaven in God’s appointed way 
regardless of what others are doing to try and stop you. Peter dealt with this very thing early in the 
history of the church. The Pharisees and Jewish leaders tried to get Peter and John to stop preaching 
Christ. Their reaction should be our reaction, “But Peter and John answered and said unto them, 
Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we 
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19, 20).  

No matter how we think society is degenerating into a cesspool of immorality and cultivating hatred 
for those that desire to follow the moral standard found in the Bible, we must continue to defend 
the faith and go out into the harvest and preach the good news. 

- BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 11/16/14 

Bible Class: 48  A.M. Worship: 76  P.M. Worship: 36 

Contribution: $2,539.20 DB Readers: 22   Chapters read: 449 

Prayer Requests 

Elaine Pound came forward asking for prayers and strength. We love her and Max! 

B.G. Langston is in Village Green room 319. Lawrence West, Vera West’s husband is in The Woodlands nurs-

ing home, room 401. Alice Morrison has moved to The Carrollon nursing home room 114. Linda Williams is 

still dealing with ankle problems as the result of a car accident in the summer. Lloyd Kimbrel has been hav-

ing various health problems. Rosemary Rainey, friend of the Pool’s, passed away on last Friday. 

Gloria Emerick is out of town visiting relatives. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: B.G. and Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, 

Anita Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Tylia Landrum, Gwen Jen-

nen, Linda Williams, Megan Moore, Geraldine Cook and Thelma Adams. 

Special Recognition 

Jennifer and I leave in the morning for Singapore and Vancouver. Please pray for our efforts. We appreciate 

your support and all those “picking up the slack.” The time we are gone there will not be a bulletin pro-

duced, all communication will be by email or the general announcements during the services. 

The Hatchers’ are headed to Singapore and Vancouver, Canada tomorrow. Please keep them and their 

efforts in your prayers. 

Young people, please register for the 2nd week of AP Camp at indiancreekyouthcamp.org 

Gospel Meeting @ South Lumberton church of Christ: Nov 30-Dec 3. More info on bulletin board in foyer. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


