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DEALING WITH THE DISORDERLY  

By Franklin Camp in Old Truths in New Robes, Volume II  

What the Bible says: “And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he 

that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. … In the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the pow-

er of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of 

the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. … I wrote unto 

you in an epistle not to company with fornicators … Therefore put away from 

among yourselves that wicked person” (I Corinthians 5:2, 4, 5, 9, 13). “Now we 

command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 

yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition 

which he received of us’ (II Thessalonians 3:6).  

If we want to follow the Bible, these verses cannot be ignored. There will no doubt 

be some that will object to the church complying with these instructions, but 

these lessons are too plain to be misunderstood and too positive to be ignored. 

We are living in a day when discipline in almost every area of life is an outdated 

principle. Men seem to think that freedom means “to do as I want,” and no one 

has a right to interfere. Discipline may be out of date, but it is not out of the Bible. 

What does “disorderly” mean? No one is perfect. We all sin (I John 1:7-9). Since 

we all sin and yet not all are considered to be disorderly by the Bible, how are we 

to determine when one walks disorderly? The instructions given in the Bible as to 

how to deal with the disorderly will help us understand what it means by 

“disorderly.” We should exhort one another and consider one another to provoke 

unto love and good works. We are to confess our faults one to another. We are to 

seek to restore one overtaken in a fault. Thus, we may conclude from these  

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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III. Attempts to Destroy 
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things that a disorderly person is one who sins and is impenitent and shows either by word or life that 

he intends to continue in his sin. It is not so much what has been done, as it is one’s attitude toward 

his sin and toward those whose duty it is to correct him.  

The purpose of discipline is threefold. The first and primary consideration is to save the person that is 

guilty. “To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, THAT THE SPIRIT MAY BE 

SAVED IN THE DAY OF THE LORD JESUS” (I Corinthians 5:5). Paul points out that the purpose of disci-

pline was to save the person. Evidently in this instance, it did, as is implied in II Corinthians 2:7. Exclu-

sion from the fellowship of God’s people is a serious matter; and, when nothing else will cause one to 

cease from sin, discipline is to be used to try to bring him to repentance. This is the one important 

thing when anyone is guilty of sin. To seek to cause one to repent of that which would cause him to 

be lost is to seek his good. Thus, to defend the one withdrawn from is to encourage him in his sin and 

shows a misguided concern for his welfare.  

A second purpose of discipline is to keep the church pure. “Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth 

the whole lump?” When open and willful sin is tolerated within the church, it encourages sin. When 

the church knowingly tolerates such sin within, it becomes a party to the sin. When a child in a family 

does something and gets by with it, the other children are encouraged to do things they ought not to 

do. The same is true in the church. If some can live in open and willful sin, it will encourage others to 

do the same thing.  

The third reason for discipline is to protect the good name and the influence of the church. It does no 

good for the church to preach against sin and then to encourage the practice of it by ignoring it when 

it is engaged in by its own members. Discipline says to the world, “We oppose sin within as well as 

without.”  

The door of repentance and restoration is always open for the disorderly. Nothing can bring more joy 

to the church than to see the disorderly come back, penitent and ready to confess their faults, so that 

they may be restored to the fellowship of the church.  

(reprinted from the White Oak bulletin—Good News)  

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 10/26/14 

Bible Class: 58  A.M. Worship: 77  P.M. Worship: 45 

Contribution: $2,510.25 DB Readers: 23   Chapters read: 415 

Prayer Requests 

Charles Perkins’ brother, Clark Perkins, Jr. passed away on Friday. Keep this family in your prayers 

B.G. Langston is in Village Green room 319. Lawrence West, Vera West’s husband is in The Woodlands nurs-

ing home, room 401. Alice Morrison has moved to The Carrollon nursing home. Linda Williams is still dealing 

with ankle problems as the result of a car accident in the summer. Lloyd Kimbrel has been having various 

health problems. Rosemary Rainey, friend of the Pool’s, has terminal cancer.  

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Remember to pray for them and their families as well. 

Also, please remember: B.G. and Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, 

Anita Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd  and Cecil Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Gwen Jennen, Linda Wil-

liams, and Thelma Adams. 

Special Recognition 

Welcome to the Cape Fear Family Sandra, Elaine, and Max Pound. The Pound family were members here 

some time ago and want to begin working with the congregation again. They live in the Spout Springs/

Sanford area. 

The Perkins left immediately from Fayetteville to travel to Ohio when they received the news of his brother 

in critical condition. They will be on their way back Tuesday after going through the funeral process. Let’s 

shower them with love and care in this difficult time as we weep together. 

Men’s Business Meeting—this afternoon @ 3pm 

Men’s Lunch—November 6 @ 11:30; Chik-fil-a on Ramsey 

Youth Devotional—Saturday, Nov 8th @ 5pm at the Oliver residence 

Gospel Meeting: Clinton church of Christ—November 9-12, 7:30 weeknights 

Gospel Meeting: Cary church of Christ—November 16-19: 7:30 weeknights 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


