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The Neutral Soldier 

Over the years I have heard variations of a story from the American 
Civil War (1861-1865). The story, whether true or not I do not 
know, and probably can not be ascertained in any event, concerns a 
soldier during a fierce battle. His morale was gone. Loyalty to the 
cause and patriotism for his nation was a forgotten luxury. During 
the brutality of cannon fire, rifle volleys and cries from wounded 
men, one man wanted to survive. He came up with a scheme of 
neutrality. He donned a blue coat from the North and gray trousers 
from the South. As he tried to leave his position he was struck sev-
eral times with mini balls. Those fighting for the North struck him in 
his gray britches and those fighting for the South hit the blue coat. 
He realized too late that there was no such thing as being neutral in 
a civil war. 

We are in a spiritual civil war. There are going to be enemies even 
from our own household (Matthew 10:36). There is no such thing as 
a spiritually neutral person. There are but two choices in this spir-
itual conflict. “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves serv-
ants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin 
unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” (Romans 6:16) 
One is either for Christ or is against Him (Luke 11:23). Every Chris-
tian, then, is a soldier in the army of Christ (Ephesians 6:10-11). We 
are expected to fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12). When 
Satan is attacking Christ, His church, and His Word, there is no place 
for a neutral Christian soldier. To be afraid to get in the fight is to 
choose to be on Satan’s side. Just as there is a cost to serving in a   

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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physical army, there is a cost of serving in the army of Christ. Jesus said those that 

follow Him will be persecuted, but He gives to us great rewards for our loyalty to 

Him. 

 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 

and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for 

my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: 

for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. (Matthew 5:10-

12) 

If one was to lose all his earthly wealth and still retain salvation, then victory is as-

sured. One the other hand, if one is afraid of losing earthly goods and chooses to be 

“neutral” instead of being on the Lord’s side, destruction is at the door. Consider 

Revelation 21:8, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and mur-

derers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have 

their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second 

death.”  

 

-BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 6/1/14 

Bible Class: 53  A.M. Worship: 73  P.M. Worship: 44 

Contribution: $1,889.25 DBReaders: 16  Chapters read: 311 

 

May Averages 

Bible Class: 50  A.M. Worship: 78  P.M. Worship: 48 

Contribution: $2,121.08 DBReaders: 13  Chapters read: 242 

Prayer Requests 

Lawrence West, Vera West’s husband is in The Woodlands nursing home, room 401. Barry Hatcher will have 

knee surgery June 11th to repair a torn ACL. He is still travelling to teach Fishers’ of Men (Emmet, ID) 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Please keep these men and women and their families in your prayers. 

Also, please remember: B.G. and Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, 

Anita Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Gwen Jennen, and Thelma Adams. 

 

 

Special Recognition 

Charles Perkins, 5 young people, and I are headed to AP Camp for the week. Please keep us and all other 

camp attendees in your prayers this week. I really appreciate Charles for going this year to help drive. We 

will be coming back Friday. The theme for this week’s camp is “Inspiration of the Bible.” We look forward to 

a great week. Thanks to those that made this trip possible. 

 

There will not be a bulletin next week 6/15 because of the trip to camp. 

Youth Devo: Saturday June, 14th at the Byrd’s. 6pm. 

4th of July Fellowship: July 4th @ noon. 

AP Camp: June 8-13 

VBS: July 14-16 
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