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Was Jesus a Real Person? 

You may find this surprising, but there are many people in 
the world today who actually think that Jesus is nothing more 
than a fantasy figure that various secret societies created 
2,000 years ago. Allegedly, His name belongs in the same fic-
tional writings that contain such fairy-tale characters as Peter 
Pan, Hercules, and Snow White and the seven dwarfs. Gerald 
Massey, in his book, Gnostic and Historic Christianity, has 
“informed” us that “[w]hether considered as the God made 
human, or as man made divine, this character [Jesus—EL] 
never existed as a person” (1985, p. 22). Skeptics like Massey, 
Acharya (1999), and others believe that Christians have been 
deceived into thinking that there really was a man named Je-
sus, when, in fact, He never lived. 

How do those of us who believe in the historicity of Jesus Christ re-
spond to such allegations? Can we really know that there was a sin-
less, miracle-working, death-defying man named Jesus who lived 
upon the Earth approximately 2,000 years ago, or have we accept-
ed His existence blindly? 

Even though the New Testament proves beyond the shadow of a 
doubt that Jesus actually lived, it is by no means the only historical 
evidence available. Around the year A.D. 94, a Jewish historian by 
the name of Josephus mentioned Jesus’ name twice in his book, 
Antiquities of the Jews. In section 18 of that work, Josephus wrote: 
“And there arose about this time Jesus, a wise man, if indeed we 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Should call Him a man; for he was a doer of marvelous deeds, a teacher of men 
who receive the truth with pleasure” (emp. added). Then, in section 20, Jose-
phus documented how a man named Ananus brought before the Sanhedrin 
“a man named James, the brother of Jesus who was called the Christ, and 
certain others” (emp. added). 

About 20 years later, Tacitus, a Roman historian, wrote a book surveying the 
history of Rome. In it he described how Nero (the Roman emperor) 
“punished with every refinement the notoriously depraved Christians (as 
they were popularly called).” He went on to write that “their originator, 
Christ, had been executed in Tiberius’ reign by the governor of Judea, Pontius 
Pilatus” (Annals 15:44, emp. added). Even though Tacitus, Josephus, and oth-
er historians from the first and second centuries A.D. were not followers of 
Christ, they did have something to say about Him—and they even verified 
that Jesus was a real person Who was so famous that He even attracted the 
attention of the Roman emperor himself! 

Another obvious reason to believe that Jesus was a real person is because 
our entire dating method is based upon His existence. The letters “B.C.” 
stand for “before Christ,” and the letters “A.D.” (standing for Anno Domini) 
mean “in the year of the Lord.” So when a history teacher speaks of Alexan-
der the Great ruling much of the world in 330 B.C., he or she is admitting that 
Alexander lived about 330 years before Jesus was born. 

Even though this is only a sampling of the evidence relating to the man known as 

Jesus, it is enough to prove that He was a real person, and not just some imaginary 

character. We do not accept His existence blindly—it is a historical fact! 

-Eric Lyons, M. Min. 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 5/25/14 

Bible Class: 55  A.M. Worship: 80  P.M. Worship: 43 

Contribution: $1,820.88 DBReaders: 11  Chapters read: 240 

Prayer Requests 

Lawrence West, Vera West’s husband is in The Woodlands nursing home, room 401. Tylia Landrum is travel-

ling this week. With school almost out, many will be travelling on vacation. Let’s keep all in our prayers. Glad 

that Sherri and Kendra Parchman made it safely from California (they drove). Barry Hatcher will have knee 

surgery June 11th to repair a torn ACL. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Please keep these men and women and their families in your prayers. 

Also, please remember: B.G. and Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, 

Anita Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd Kimbrel, Becky Pool, Gwen Jennen, and Thelma Adams. 

 

 

Special Recognition 

Thanks to Anita Bottger for hosting the Memorial Day fellowship. It was a wonderful time with outstanding 

weather. A special thanks to Jamie for helping out before during and after. We also gathered around the flag 

pole and Eric led us in the raising of a new flag. We appreciate these individuals and their contributions to a 

fun-filled day. 

No Men’s Business Meeting today! 

AP Camp: June 8-13 

VBS: July 14-16 
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