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I Can Do All Things 

By Franklin Camp 

This is not the language of egotism. It is the language of humility and 
faith. Paul did not think that he could do all things by himself. He did think 
that he could do all the things he needed to do with God’s help. We need 
this confidence today. Many are failing to serve the Lord acceptably be-
cause they lack this confidence. Many congregations are falling far below 
their potential because they do not think “they can.” Someone has said 
that, “success comes in cans and can’ts.” God never accepts “I can’t.” no 
one ever tried to do what God asked him to do without succeeding. 

God does not ask us to do things and then accept “I can’t.” Yet many 
seem to think this phrase is a means of avoiding all responsibility. When 
God appeared to Moses and told him that He had selected him to stand 
before Pharaoh and Israel, Moses replied, “Who am I that I should go un-
to Pharaoh?” (Exodus 3:11). What Moses was saying was “I can’t.” Stop 
for a minute and think of the conclusions of Moses’ reasoning. If Moses 
could not do that which God had asked him to do, then Moses knew more 
than God. Would God select someone unable to do that which He asked 
him to do? Surely not. Yet if Moses was unable to stand before Pharaoh 
and Israel, then God had selected one that was not able. In the second 
place, if Moses could not do that which God called upon him to do, God 
was unjust. Moses certainly could not refuse to do what God called upon 
him to do and please God. But if he could not please God; he would stand 
condemned. Thus, it would be unjust for God to call upon men to do that 
which they could not do and then condemn them for failing to obey Him. 
This same principle is true with us. If we cannot do that which God calls 
upon us to do, God is unjust, for we are sure to suffer the consequences 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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of failing to obey Him. 

Notice Moses’ next excuse. He said, “They will not believe me” (Exodus 4:1). He is now say-

ing, “I can’t accomplish anything.” He thinks that it will not do any good, so why bother 

about it? But how mistaken he was. We likewise may make the same mistake. We think 

our abilities are so small that our efforts will not accomplish anything. But we, like Moses, 

are mistaken. Our efforts may, with God’s help, accomplish more than we ever dreamed 

of. 

Moses’ “I can’t” equaled saying, “I do not want to; I’m afraid I will fail.” This showed his 

lack of faith. Would God send him on a mission of failure? Most of our “can’ts” are born of 

unbelief. If we really believed God, we would be ready to say, “I can.” 

Still unable to get away from his “I can’ts,” Moses said, “I can’t talk” (Exodus 4:11). In this 

instance, we see how ridiculous our “I can’ts” are. Moses said he could not talk and was 

arguing with God when he said it. What foolishness to argue with God and say, “I can’t 

talk!” But let me see you say “I can’t” to God without being inconsistent just as Moses was. 

Moses could argue with God but could not talk to Pharaoh. 

Our “I can’ts” usually mean, “Let someone else do it.” (Exodus: 4:13) Moses’ “I can’t” cause 

the anger of the Lord to be kindled against him. This should lead us to feel that the only 

proper way to use “I can’t” is by saying “I can’t afford not to do what the Lord wants me to 

do.” Am I prepared to accept the responsibility of letting someone else do what the Lord 

asks me to do? I should be far more afraid of not at least trying to do what the Lord wants 

done, than to refuse. Instead of saying, “I can’t,” let us say, “I can’t afford not to.” “I can do 

all things, because I can’t afford not to.” 

 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 5/4/14 

Bible Class: 44  A.M. Worship: 78  P.M. Worship: 55 

Contribution: $2,289.09 DBReaders: 11  Chapters read: 141 

 

Prayer Requests 

Lawrence West, Vera West’s husband is in The Woodlands nursing home, room 312. Steve Pool’s dad, Jim, 

passed away recently, keep this family in your prayers. Eric Austin needs our prayers. Steve Conley’s dad, 

James, is slated to have surgery soon, He is in Niceville, FL. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. There was also an accident at Fort Bragg in which two men were injured 

and a third was killed. Please keep these men and their families in your prayers. 

Also, please remember: B.G. and Margaret Langston, Vera West, J. D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, 

Anita Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lloyd Kimbrel, Gwen Jennen, and Thelma Adams. 

 

 

Special Recognition 

Friday night several went to Kure Beach Pier for some saltwater fishing. We had a blast. Many thanks to the 

Andrede’s for heading this up and getting everyone situated. 

Ladies’ Day: Speaker is Christine Wood, on the theme “Spiritual Jewels.” May 17th. 

Men’s Breakfast & Planning Session: May 31st @ 8am. See Byran for details. 

AP Camp: June 8-13 

Memorial Day: Cookout here at the building. 11:30am. Bring food to cook and indoor/outdoor games 

VBS: July 14-16 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


