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Being “Faithful” 

We often hear the word “faithful” applied in a variety of contexts con-

cerning the practice of Christianity.  Perhaps the most common usage 

among those we consider to be brethren is to imply agreement.  You 

might hear someone describe another as faithful, such as, “Brother So-

and-so is a faithful gospel preacher.”  What they generally mean is that in 

the issues they consider important, this preacher holds similar views to 

the speaker.  That is not the usage of the term in the New Testa-

ment.  Perhaps it would be helpful for us to look at the root of the word in 

the original language.  It comes from the Greek verb, pisteuo, which 

means to believe, trust, or have confidence.  The noun form is used in 

Hebrews 11:1, and gives us a working definition: 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen. 

The Holy Spirit defines faith as hope for something based on facts. We 

have hope of eternal life because of the death, burial, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ and He is now in heaven preparing for us a place (John 14:1-

3). The adjective form is the term translated “faithful”, on which we will 

focus the rest of our article.  It means one who has confidence or trust in 

something OR one who is trustworthy or reliable.  It is used both ways in 

the New Testament (Titus 1:6; 3:8), although the latter is more com-

mon.  The two ideas are very closely related and interdependent.  A disci-

ple is trustworthy (1 Corinthians 4:1,2) because they place their confi-

dence in God (1 Timothy 4:10).  That is the point of emphasis. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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The church of Christ— 
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Consider the definition of the English term; “Faithful” is one who is full of faith.  “Faith” is 

occasionally used to address the doctrine of Christ (1 Timothy 5:8), but its most common 

New Testament application is in reference to our assurance and conviction of the 

Christ.  Following this definition of faith, the “faithful” are those who are full of assurance 

and conviction.  Perhaps it is even more illustrative for us to consider the opposites.  The 

opposite of faithful is not one who is doctrinally wrong, but one who is fearful of trusting 

God completely (Hebrews 10:38,39).  The whole point of Hebrews 11 is to show the abso-

lute trust with which we must place our lives in God’s hands (Hebrews 11:6).  Notice that 

the writer offers examples of men who acted in such a manner to show that they would 

trust God no matter what might happen or how things seemed to not make sense from a 

human perspective.  Abraham acted by faith by doing God’s bidding of him, even though 

he did not know how it would work (vs.8-10, 17-19).  Of course, because Abraham trusted 

God, he obeyed Him and as a result of faithful obedience God worked through Abraham to 

accomplish His will. 

  

When we consider what it means to be a faithful Christian, I believe we should also empha-

size the trust we have, or do not have, for God to supply the lamb (Genesis 22:8), the 

means of our salvation through His wisdom, and His revelation of how we are to obey Him 

so that we can have access to that salvation.  God calls us to obey His will, and promises to 

provide the communication for us to do so by faith (2 Timothy 3:16,17; 2 Corinthians 9:8-

15).  Even when, or especially when, have doubts concerning that call (2 Corinthians 

12:9,10).  Remember, when we say, “We can’t do it” [that is provide our own means of sal-

vation] we are right.  But, when we do nothing He commands, we are also saying, “God 

can’t save me!”  That is as UNfaithful as we can get! 

- BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 4/20/14 

Bible Class: 63   A.M. Worship: 91  P.M. Worship: 54 

Contribution: $2,071.25  DBReaders: n/a  Chapters read: n/a 

Prayer Requests 

 

Lawrence West, Vera West’s husband is in The Woodlands nursing home room 312. Steven Andrade, a new 

member here at Cape Fear, has had cancer in the past and is concerned about a recent test. Pray for him and 

his wife, Theresa. Steve Pool’s dad, Jim Pool is in poor condition. Eric Austin still needs our prayers. Steve 

Conley’s dad is going through some difficult health issues. He lives in Niceville, FL. Barry Hatcher is going to 

be having surgery in May. Thelma Adams, a former member, had her left leg below the knee removed as the 

result of a blood clot. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Keep their families in your prayers as well. Joseph Lipscomb is deployed 

again. 

Also, please remember: Vera West. B.G. and Margaret Langston, J.D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, 

Anita Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lindsey Knopp, Loyd Kimbrel, Jeryll Dean and Gwen Jennen. 

Those in Bible studies! Pray for soft, receptive hearts and patient, loving teachers. 

Special Recognition 

Welcome to the Dalton’s! Gary, Brandie, and Alice placed membership with us on Wednesday.  Welcome to 

the family! 

Thanks to the Pool’s for hosting the April Youth Devotional. Too much food, fellowship and fun! 

Sheffield Drive Lectureship: Saturday May 3. If you want to go, See Byran or Chad. 

Men’s Breakfast & Planning Session: May 31st @ 8am. Please see Byran for details. 

AP Camp: June 8-13.  

Ladies’ Day: May 17th Theme: “ Spiritual Jewels” Guest Speaker—Christine Wood 

Memorial Day get-together: May  at 11:30 at the building. Bring food and indoor/outdoor games. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


