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The Man or the Plan? 

A dichotomy is "a division or the process of dividing into two especially 

mutually exclusive or contradictory group" (Webster). Most dichotomies 

call upon one to make a choice of one or the other. Jesus used this when 

He was questioned about authority for His teachings and actions. He uses 

as a dichotomy the baptism of John in Matthew 21:25, "The baptism of 

John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with 

themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why 

did ye not then believe him?" I think everyone will agree that heaven and 

hell are "mutually exclusive or contradictory." There is room for only one 

answer here because it is a true dichotomy. The Lord knew that and so 

did the Jewish leaders. 

The mutual exclusiveness or contradictory nature is what makes a dichot-

omy what it is. Sometimes a false dichotomy is raise. This is when the two 

proffered subjects are NOT mutually exclusive or contradictory. Our reli-

gious friends have tried to do this with faith and works for years. When 

the subject of salvation comes up, they will raise a false dichotomy on this 

wise, "Which is necessary for salvation, faith or works?" This is a false di-

chotomy because these are not mutually exclusive or contradictory. We 

are justified by faith (Rom. 5:1) and we are justified by works (James 

2:24). Thus, the answer to the false dichotomy is "Both." 

Another false dichotomy that has been raised by our religious friends AND 

(unfortunately) a few disciples is the call to preach "The Man, Not The 

Plan." So, it is the Man or the plan. The man refers to Jesus while the 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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plan refers to the plan of salvation.  There is inherent in this dichotomy is an intent to focus 

all attention away from obedience and to faith in Jesus. If this is true, then faith in Jesus is 

all that matters and salvation is wide open. "Preach the Man" they will say is preaching the 

gospel (Mk. 16:15). "The plan" they will eventually insist is not part of the gospel. 

I have said earlier that this was/is a false dichotomy. The reason it is false is because "The 

Man" and "The plan" are not mutually exclusive or contradictory. Jesus is the architect of 

the plan - - it is His plan! "And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salva-

tion unto all them that obey him" (Heb. 5:9). Now, what is in His plan? There is a call to 

believe, repent, confess, and be baptized after hearing the gospel. It is the architect of the 

plan who demands believe in Him as the Son of God (Jn. 8:24). He also commands that we 

repent (Lk. 13:3) and confess (Matt. 10:32). Jesus also points out that it is essential to be 

baptized in order to be saved (Mk. 16:16). Saying that Jesus and His plan are mutually ex-

clusive or contradictory would be like denying any connection between Thomas Edison and 

the light bulb. "Tell about the inventor, but not the invention" (???). I don't think so! 

Notice how Philip preached Christ in Samaria (Acts 8:5) and "they were baptized, both men 

and women" (Acts 8:12). This same Philip later preached Jesus to the Ethiopian eunuch 

(Acts 8:35). The eunuch then asked if Philip would baptize him (Acts 8:36). Let me ask a 

simple question, do you think Philip did not preach the plan authored by Jesus the archi-

tect? The answer seems to be obvious. There are occasionally brethren who jump on the 

"Preach The Man, Not The Plan" bandwagon. They will almost always end up being sympa-

thetic to a broader range of fellowship. They will likely find "Christians" in the denomina-

tions because they have redefined what is necessary to be a Christian. Eventually things 

like one's conduct in life will become of minor importance. Finally faith (or believing) in 

Jesus as the Son of God is replaced with just loving Jesus. All of this may begin through the 

use of a false dichotomy. 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 3/2/14 

Bible Class: 58   A.M. Worship: 83  P.M. Worship: 44 

Contribution: $2,317.55  DBReaders: 24  Chapters read: 481 

Prayer Requests 

 

Steve Pool’s dad, Jim Pool, has cancer. He will be taking chemotherapy for 12 months. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Keep their families in your prayers as well. Joseph Lipscomb is deployed 

again. 

Francis Salaz: was in the hospital this past week. She is doing much better. B.G. and Margaret Langston 

were no table to be out Wednesday evening because of health. Please pray for them. 

Also, please remember: Vera West. B.G. and Margaret Langston, J.D. and Vicky Carver, Carolyn Pierce, 

Anita Bottger, Alice Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lindsey Knopp, Lloyd Kimbrell, Jeryll Dean and Gwen Jennen. 

Those in Bible studies! Pray for soft, receptive hearts and patient, loving teachers. 

 

Special Recognition 

Tiffany Oliver obeyed the gospel last week. She and her husband, Venson, are dedicated to the cause of 

Christ. They have already started working for the Lord, doing various things for the church. They also have 

two children, Shelby and Venson, that light up our lives. Welcome to the Cape Fear family! 

Workday: Saturday April 12th. Please bring yard and cleaning supplies for a Spring Cleaning! Start @ 9am 

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 20-24. 7:30 each evening. Make your plans to attend now. 

Men’s Breakfast & Planning Session: May 31st @ 8am. Please see Byran for details. 

AP Camp: June 8-13. Please register your child today at IndianCreekYouthCamp.org  

VBS: July 14-16 
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