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A Real Nut 

Suppose a preacher were to say he wanted to appeal to the masses and 

bring more people in to the assembly for whom he preached. In order to 

accomplish this, however, it would be necessary to preach things in a little 

different way. 

With growth in mind the preacher gets up one Lord’s Day and proceeds to 

preach on the souls of infants. He proclaims that babies are born in sin, 

totally depraved and purely evil, being all flesh and no spirit. If some ritual 

is not performed and the baby ere to die, then that child would immedi-

ately proceed to a devil’s hell. The very next Sunday, the preacher gets up 

and states emphatically that that all babies are saved. They are still born 

in sin but God’s grace has been extended to all babies so all are saved. 

Finally on the third Sunday the same man preaches the truth, that all ba-

bies are born innocent; not knowing or committing any sin against God. 

Therefore, they have never been separated from God and will go to heav-

en if they die in that condition. 

Suppose further that, in order to grow and appeal to the masses, this 

preacher then gets up and preaches on the doctrine of salvation. He says 

that only the elect that have been predestined to be saved have any op-

portunity to go to heaven. Election has nothing to do whatever with obe-

dience to God’s Word, only what has been foreordained of God before He 

made the heavens and the earth. The next Sunday the preacher continues 

his discourse on salvation and says that if one but believes in God and 

says a short prayer to cause the action of Jesus coming into the heart of  

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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the believer, then salvation is secured. All the operation of salvation is on the part of God, 

nothing man can do, except believe, will result in salvation. Then after asking Jesus into 

one’s life, there is no way that salvation can be revoked. Then on the third Sunday in dis-

cussing salvation issues scriptures are used and read and the preacher says that God has 

given his grace in the form of Jesus Christ and man by faith and repentance, confesses that 

Jesus is the Son of God and the operation of baptism ushers one into the church, where 

continued growth and faithfulness is required to please God. 

What would one think about such an individual? You would probably think that he was ei-

ther totally confused and needed straightening out or he was being totally dishonest with 

impure motives. It is doubtful if anyone would praise him for being open minded and will-

ing to change his point of view. Some might even call him intellectually dishonest. 

Of course if one person tried to teach all of the different doctrines being preached today, 

he would be labeled as a false teacher and not respected. However, many different men 

can preach different doctrines and accepted as being truthful. How is this possible? Think! 

If all of the above doctrines are true then one person preaching them should be admired 

and the doctrines believed; but if they are contradictory and false, then it would be wrong 

regardless of who did the preaching, from the mouth of one or from the mouths of many 

one doctrine at a time. 

“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teach-

ers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 

bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2:1). God makes it 

very clear that doctrine matters. Souls will be lost because they followed the wrong doc-

trine. Be diligent in study to learn the truth! 

 

- BTH 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 2/9/14 

Bible Class: 55   A.M. Worship: 87  P.M. Worship: 53 

Contribution: $2,146.34  DBReaders: 26  Chapters read: 698 

Prayer Requests 

Lloyd Kimbrell was in the hospital last week with serious health issues, he is at home recuperating but still 

solicits your prayers. 

Steve Pool’s dad, Jim Pool, has cancer. He will be taking chemotherapy for 12 months. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Keep their families in your prayers as well. Joseph Lipscomb is deployed 

again. 

Barry Hatcher is in London for 3 months teaching Fishers’ of Men, he has been in the hospital with the flu. 

Also, please remember: Vera West. B.G. and Margaret Langston, J.D. and Vicky Carver, Anita Bottger, Alice 

Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lindsey Knopp and Gwen Jennen. Sister Jeryll Dean is not 100%, though usually pre-

sent.   

Special Recognition 

We express our deepest appreciation to Joe Christopher for being with us this weekend. He gave us some 

great things to think about as leaders of the congregation. We are also grateful for his faithful spouse, Pam, 

for her patience and allowing us to borrow him for a couple of days. Thanks to the East Hill church in Pulaski, 

TN for lending us one of her elders and the generous gift of books to our library for our growth. 

Fellowship meal: after the morning worship. All are encouraged to join us. 

Picture Time! John Williams will be taking pictures beginning today. Sign up in the foyer. 

Sheffield Drive G.M.:  April 6-9. Weeknights @ 7:30. Eddy Craft speaking. 

Carolina Men’s Fellowship:  March 8, 2014. If you want to go, see Byran or Chad. 

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 20-24. 7:30 each evening. Make your plans to attend now. 

AP Camp: June 8-13. Please register your child today at IndianCreekYouthCamp.org  

Family News and Notes 

Events 


