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Is It Really Love? 

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner. Flowers, cards and chocolate 

will be purchased. Proposals will be given on this, the most romantic day 

of the year. Kisses will be given and those little candy hearts will be eaten. 

All in the name of what this world calls love. Do not be mistaken or mis-

lead. There is nothing wrong with any of the things mentioned above. But 

the question remains, is it really love? Is it enough to give a fistful of flow-

ers on one day of the year to show appreciation? Is it reasonable to think 

that a heart-shaped box filled with chocolates is an adequate expression 

of a life-long commitment? While it certainly does not hurt, and it could 

possibly help, one gesture and one day out of the year is not indicative of 

real love. The unfortunate truth is that gifts can be purchased and given 

without the first thought of real love being the motive.  

Gifts can be given with selfishness in mind. When there is an expectation 

of reciprocation on part of the giver, then a gift is given without love. Love 

does not “seek its own” according to 1 Corinthians 13:5. Love gives with-

out seeking or expecting to be repaid. How ironic is it that many rose and 

stuffed animal givers want to show appreciation to the recipient and utter 

the phrase, “I love you,” yet are upset when appreciation is not immedi-

ately given back.  

That is not the kind of love Jesus exemplified to humanity. “But God com-

mendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us” (Romans 5:8). Imagine if Jesus had the sort of love that will be 

“demonstrated” this Valentine’s Day. Humanity would be utterly lost  

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 

Cape Fear Church of Christ 

3808 Village Drive 

Fayetteville, NC 28304 

Phone: (910) 425-1108 

Service times -  

Sunday: 

Bible Class 9:00am 

Worship  10:00am 

Evening  5:00pm 

Ladies’ Class: 

Tuesday  10:00am 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study 7:00pm 

 

Website: capefearcoc.org  

Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: Chad Futrell 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Charles Perkins 

Lord’s Table  

Presiding: Scot Parchman 

Assisting:  Steve Pool 

  Wade Hedgepeth 

  Kyle Pool 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Stephen Blanford 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: John Williams 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Lord’s Supper: Steve Conley 

Assist:  Dustin Pool 

Closing Prayer: Calvin Austin 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Byran Hatcher 

Opening Prayer: TBA 

Scripture:  Jon Williams 

Reading:  Psalm 80:8-13 

Invitation: Scot Parchman 

 

 

 

Marriage 

A Taste of Heaven on Earth 

 

I. Purpose 

 

 

II. Roles 

 

 

III. Love 

 

 

IV. Commitment 

 

 

V. Communication 

 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the Week: 

Mac & Cheese 



 

 

because very few actually appreciate the sacrifice of our Lord. 

Gifts are often given out of emotional or  physical attraction. Whereas there is certainly 

nothing with being emotionally or physically attracted to another individual, these should 

not be the sole attachment to another person or else it will not last. Emotions are fickle 

and tend to ebb and flow as hormone levels change or personal needs and expectations 

either are or are not met. Physical attraction quickly goes by the wayside when a persons 

character is revealed, especially if it is lacking. Further, with age or other less natural caus-

es, physical appearance can change drastically. What then? Those giving gifts for these rea-

sons should just save their money. Chances are they will not be giving the same person a 

box of chocolates this time next year. 

The motivation behind  a gift given of true love is one that encourages, uplifts, meets 

needs, and it even can instruct or direct. When Paul was a prisoner in Rome he did not 

have the ability to give lavish gifts to those he loved. But he still gave them gifts. Study Co-

lossians 4:7,8. “All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, and 

a faithful minister and fellowservant in the Lord: Whom I have sent unto you for the same 

purpose, that he might know your estate, and comfort your hearts;.” In the very next verse 

we find that Onesimus (the slave of Philemon) accompanied Tychicus to Colossae. The 

communication of these men to the church was Paul’s gift. Tychicus was going to share 

with them Paul’s physical state and activities. He further was going to give them the letter 

Paul wrote which was written in order to “comfort their hearts.” They were comforted 

through encouragement and instruction. Tychicus was also to ascertain the state of the 

members of the church at Colossae and send that information back to Paul. What a gift of 

love! 

So do not be fooled. Roses and chocolates might be good, but consideration and encour-

agement are far better! 

- BTH 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 2/2/14 

Bible Class: 53   A.M. Worship: 81  P.M. Worship: 52 

Contribution: $2,287.41  DBReaders: 20  Chapters read: 388 

Prayer Requests 

Lloyd Kimbrell was in the hospital this week with serious health issues. 

Steve Pool’s dad, Jim Pool, has cancer. He will be taking Chemotherapy for 12 months. 

Debra Jackson’s brother Vellis Jackson passed away last week. Pray for this family. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Keep their families in your prayers as well. Joseph Lipscomb is deployed 

again, while Eric Austin is back home. 

Barry Hatcher is in London for 3 months teaching Fishers’ of Men. 

Also, please remember: Vera West. B.G. and Margaret Langston, J.D. and Vicky Carver, Anita Bottger, Alice 

Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lindsey Knopp and Gwen Jennen. Sister Jeryll Dean is not 100%, though usually pre-

sent.   

Special Recognition 

So grateful to the Mitchell’s for opening up their home to the young people. We had a great time! Also, 

thanks to all those that crashed the Hatcher house on Super Bowl Sunday. It was a tremendous time of food 

and fellowship 

We have several personal Bible studies being conducted. Please pray for soft hearts and faithful obedience 

to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. So appreciative of those that are involved in these studies, pray for them. 

Picture Time! John Williams will be taking pictures beginning February 16. Sign up in the foyer. 

Sheffield Drive G.M.:  April 6-9. Weeknights @ 7:30. Eddy Craft speaking. 

Carolina Men’s Fellowship:  March 8, 2014. If you want to go, see Byran or Chad. 

Carolina Lectures: Kannapolis church of Christ, April 6-10 

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 20-24. 7:30 each evening. Make your plans to attend now. 

AP Camp: June 8-13. Please register your child today at IndianCreekYouthCamp.org  

Family News and Notes 

Events 


