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“You Know What I Mean” 

On rare occasions, while preaching, I might get a little tongue-tied. 

Thoughts are racing in my mind, but the words are having difficulty 

getting those thoughts out in a coherent way. At that point in the struggle 

I might say, “you know what I’m trying to say,” or “you know what I 

mean.” Interpersonal communication is not the easiest business to be in, 

whether as a professional or amateur. Too many things can go wrong. 

Then insert the hearer. Not only can the speaker not do a good job, the 

hearer can take the communication to a place the  speaker had no inten-

tion. Children have mastered this to an art. They can take something their 

parents tell them to do and find a loophole by taking a word or phrase to 

its strict literal sense or by citing that there was no time-frame given as to 

when said chore should be carried out. For example, you can tell you child 

to mow the yard, and the word “yard” gets redefined to benefit him. But, 

of course, what they are leaving out is the intention of the request. If eve-

ry time parents, or any authority figure, asked something of their chil-

dren, they had to include the minutest of details and all exclusions, it 

would take hours to tell them what to do, so that they would forget what 

it was they were asked to accomplish in the first place. 

This is not a new thing. It certainly is not new to either children or adults. 

The Pharisees were masters of tearing the law apart and redefining sim-

ple truths. On one occasion they asked Jesus “Who is my neigh-

bor?” (Luke 10:29).  Jesus answered this with the Parable of the Good Sa-

maritan. This was more for you and me than the Pharisees, they really 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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Strong Families 

The family is the building block of 

_______________ 

God’s Definition: 

 

I. Marriage is ____________ 

 

 

II. Parents must ________ their chil-

dren 

 

 

III. Involved in ____________ activi-

ties 

 

 

IV. ____________ the torch 
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already knew who their neighbor was, they just wanted to redefine it to their liking.  

Jesus addressed this idea of finding loopholes and redefining God’s Word to peo-

ple’s own liking in Matthew 23. “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier 

matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and 

not to leave the other undone. Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow 

a camel” (emp. mine. Matthew 23:23, 24). They tithed table spices, but had no idea 

about true justice, having mercy on others, and having an obedient faith in God. No 

man is going to stand before God in the judgment having found “loopholes” in His 

word. God is going to say, “You knew what I meant.” 

There are times, however, when it is difficult to find the right words to say at all. 

When someone loses a loved one it is difficult to find the appropriate encouraging 

words. Some open their mouths and then promptly “insert foot.” Most of the time 

the bereaved know what the well-meaning person is trying to say. The thought re-

ally does count. There are also times when it is difficult to know what needs to be 

uttered in prayer to God Almighty. For this, though, we have an advocate. “Likewise 

the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as 

we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which can-

not be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the 

Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of 

God” (Romans 8:26, 27).  So keep talking—we know what you mean! 

- BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 1/19/14 

Bible Class: 47   A.M. Worship: 71  P.M. Worship: 42 

Contribution: $1,626.46  DBReaders: 15  Chapters read: 301 

 

Prayer Requests 

Steve Pool’s dad, Jim Pool, has cancer. He is going through radiation treatments and is doing some better. 

Steve is also continuing to search for employment in the Fayetteville area, his expertise is in cabinet making/

carpentry. Becky’s Uncle, Bill Miller, is now back home. David and Julie Carver’s house flooded. They are 

back in the house, but work is still being done. 

Jeanette Freshley’s mother’s health is in serious decline. She lives in West Virginia. Jeanette is also dealing 

with some health issues, recent test results were good though. Alex has a niece with serious health issues, 

and not expected to live. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Keep their families in your prayers as well. Joseph Lipscomb is back home 

with his unit in Washington, it was good to see him a couple of weeks ago. 

Also, please remember: Vera West. B.G. and Margaret Langston, J.D. and Vicky Carver, Anita Bottger, Alice 

Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lindsey Knopp and Gwen Jennen. Sister Jeryll Dean is not 100%, though usually pre-

sent.   

Special Recognition 

Thanks to the men that led singing and participated in the devotional on Wednesday night. Keep up the 

good work! 

Carolina Men’s Fellowship:  March 8, 2014 

Carolina Lectures: Kannapolis church of Christ, April 6-10 

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 20-24 

AP Camp: June 8-13. Please register your child today. 

If you would like to host the young people’s devotional for February, please see Byran for details. 
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