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Speaking up for the Lord 

Recently, an internet blog article was written wherein the author was 

stating the moral decay of modern society. I thought it was a well-written, 

well-thought-out article. It could have used more scriptures, but other-

wise was an accurate depiction of current attitudes and trends, especially 

in this country. What was interesting were the comments that ensued. 

The author was practically made fun of, his character assaulted and there 

remained little respect for the words which were written. Whereas I do 

not believe that there was ever a “golden age” of morality in this country, 

I do think that the overall attitude toward God, Christian ideals and Bible-

based values had higher priority and respect in years gone by. What hap-

pened? Satan has succeeded in infiltrating every segment of our society 

including the very church of God. 

We must not allow our current societal attitudes to make us fearful or 

timid. Christ is still on the throne reigning in heaven (Daniel 7:13,14). The 

Word of God still retains the power to convict and convert lost souls 

(Hebrews 4:12). That same Word equips the faithful to every good work 

and being able to withstand the Devil and his servants at every turn 

(Ephesians 4:12; 6:16). Regardless of what transpires in the physical 

realm, there is hope for the soul and its eternal destination. James wrote 

about true religion.  “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Fa-

ther is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to 

keep himself unspotted from the world” (James 1:27). If it was impossible 

to keep oneself unspotted, or unsoiled, by the world God would not have 

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 
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commanded it to be so. But He did. 

Unfortunately, the attitude of many disciples of our Lord is to “play not to lose.” 

instead of doing what Jesus commanded, His children are hiding themselves from 

the world, not mentioning His name, not spreading the light of truth in a dark and 

dying world. Why? Because of fear. Fear is a debilitating, crippling, rendering use-

less disease, and it has the church tightly in its grasp. What would my neighbor 

think if he knew I did not agree with the homosexual agenda? How is my boss going 

to react when he realizes I have a commitment on the Lord’s Day to worship? What 

will family members do if I told them I can no longer participate in immoral family 

traditions? These are all questions based on fear, and will prevent God’s child from 

giving up the world and following after Him (Luke 14:26).  

We are soldiers in the army of Christ and we have a war to fight and win (2 Timothy 

2:3,4). Satan inspires tyranny, aggression, and oppression in every area of life. If we 

want a better world in which to live we must fight the real warfare, the spiritual 

warfare. The answer is not in the government, money, influence, or time. The an-

swer is in living righteously and then instructing others on how to do the same. 

That is done by carrying out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). While we 

go out, we take Jehovah and His Son with us as providential protectors so that we 

can “conquer” a lost and dying world. There are no guns, or weapons made by man 

in this fight, but it is the most desperate war known to man: the battle of the soul. 

 

- BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 1/12/14 

Bible Class: 61   A.M. Worship: 82  P.M. Worship: 70 

Contribution: $2,088.52  DBReaders: 24  Chapters read: 287 

Prayer Requests 

Kim Perkins’ dad, Jack Wain, had surgery but is doing better. 

Steve Pool’s dad, Jim Pool, has cancer. He is going through radiation treatments and is doing some better. 

Steve is also continuing to search for employment in the Fayetteville area, his expertise is in cabinet making/

carpentry. Becky’s Uncle, Bill Miller, is now back home. David and Julie Carver’s house flooded. They have 

temporarily been displaced. 

Jeanette Freshley’s mother’s health is in serious decline. She lives in West Virginia. Jeanette is also dealing 

with some health issues, test results soon to follow. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Keep their families in your prayers as well. Joseph Lipscomb is back home 

with his unit in Washington, Lord willing, he will be with us soon. 

Also, please remember: Vera West. B.G. and Margaret Langston, J.D. and Vicky Carver, Anita Bottger, Alice 

Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lindsey Knopp and Gwen Jennen. Sister Jeryll Dean is not 100%, though usually pre-

sent.   

Special Recognition 

Thanks to Kim Austin and Linda Boston, and Charles Perkins for their work on the baptistry this week. Eric 

received his care package and sends his thanks to the congregation. 

Welcome to Scot and Sherri Parchman to the Cape Fear family. 

Teacher’s Meeting: after evening worship. Current and those interested in teaching. 

Carolina Men’s Fellowship:  March 8, 2014 

Carolina Lectures: Kannapolis church of Christ, April 6-10 

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 20-24 

AP Camp: June 8-13. Please register your child today. 

If you would like to host the young people’s devotional for January, please see Byran for details. 

Family News and Notes 

Events 


