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Is Worship Attendance Necessary? 

A number of years ago friend was telling me about where he attends 

"church." He said a lot of people come to Bible Class, but then leave be-

fore their worship services. I found that a particularly odd practice since, 

for us, we usually have people to miss the Bible Classes and come just for 

the worship service (and typically only the Sunday Morning service). This 

being the case, it is necessary for me to address the need to faithfully 

attend all the services of the church. 

First, we are commanded to remember the Lord’s death by observing the 

Lord’s Supper. "And when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, 

’Take eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remem-

brance of Me.’ In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, 

saying, ’This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me" (1 Corinthians 11:24-26). The saints gath-

ered together on the first day of the week to observe the Lord’s Supper, 

Acts 20:7. It focuses our mind upon the sacrifice of Jesus, and the price 

that was paid for us. 

Second, we come together to "stimulate one another to good 

works" (Hebrews 10:24b). I have never been encouraged by a person’s 

absence. An empty seat does not motivate me to refrain from sin, or con-

tinue in prayer, or study diligently. Instead a person’s absence tells me 

they are either physically or spiritually sick. In some cases it tells me they 

think worshipping God is really not important. It is not as important as a 

ballgame, or schoolwork, or cleaning the house, or a host of other  

 

 

 

 

 

“Cry aloud and shout...for great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 12:6 

Cape Fear Church of Christ 

3808 Village Drive 

Fayetteville, NC 28304 

Phone: (910) 425-1108 

Service times -  

Sunday: 

Bible Class 9:00am 

Worship  10:00am 

Evening  5:00pm 

Ladies’ Class: 

Tuesday  10:00am 

Wednesday: 

Bible Study 7:00pm 

 

Website: capefearcoc.org  

Preaching the Truth in Love! 

Minister: Byran T. Hatcher 

Those Serving Today: 

Morning 

Announcements: John Williams 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer:  Charles Perkins 

Lord’s Table  

Presiding: Phil Byrd 

Assisting:  Rick Caldwell 

  Tim Smith 

  Steve Pool 

Sermon:  Byran Hatcher 

Closing Prayer: Steve Conley 

Evening 

Song Leader: Chad Futrell 

Opening Prayer: Byran Hatcher 

Sermon:  Bob Cooley 

Lord’s Supper: Calvin Austin 

Assist:  Dustin Pool 

Closing Prayer: Kyle Pool 

Those Serving Wednesday: 

Song Leader: Byran Hatcher 

Opening Prayer: TBA 

Scripture:  Kyle Pool 

Reading:  Psalm 79:1-7 

Invitation: Chad Futrell 

 

 

 

One Faith 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
Welcome, 

Visitors! 

Pantry item of the Week: 

Fruit Cocktail 



 

 

mundane, temporal activities. Therefore, when a person deliberately misses services, they 

are shirking their responsibility to God and toward their fellow Christians. 

Third, we come together to hear a lesson from the Word of God. "For since, in the wisdom 

of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolish-

ness of the message preached to save those who believe" (1 Corinthians 1:21). Christ sent 

out the apostles to preach the gospel. "And that repentance and remission of sins should 

be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem" (Luke 24:47). The Gospel of 

Christ must be taught before men can believe. "How than shall they call on Him in whom 

they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? 

And how shall they hear without a preacher? (Romans 10:14). Unfortunately a few Chris-

tians downplay the importance of the preaching of God’s Word. Notice I said the preaching 

and not the preacher. The preacher is simply the messenger, the message is that which is 

important. 

A sermon gives us the opportunity to study a Bible subject in greater detail. The preacher 

should study and know his subject. The audience should be attentive to the message, take 

notes, look up the passages in the Bible, meditate on what is being said, and ask questions 

afterward in order to gain a better understanding of the Scriptures. 

Fourth, our attendance, or lack thereof at all services, is noted by our visitors. When 

attendance drops by 40-50% from morning to evening services, that is observed as a reflec-

tion of our interest in serving the Almighty God of Heaven. Attendance is an indicator of 

commitment to God and His church, hence, the necessity of coming when the saints meet 

together to worship God and study His word. 

- BTH 

 

By The Numbers 

Attendance 1/5/14 

Bible Class: 36   A.M. Worship: 70  P.M. Worship: 35 

Contribution: $1,729.25  DBReaders: 17  Chapters read: 225 

 

Prayer Requests 

Gloria Emerick had surgery this past week. She is at home recuperating and still awaiting further results 

from the surgery. 

Geraldine Cook’s nephew, Ernest, Brown, is in the hospital with diabetic trauma. 

Steve Pool’s dad, Jim Pool, has cancer. He is going through radiation treatments and is doing some better. 

Steve is also continuing to search for employment in the Fayetteville area, his expertise is in cabinet making/

carpentry. Becky’s Uncle, Bill Miller, is in the hospital in critical condition with viral pneumonia. 

Jeanette Freshley’s mother’s health is in serious decline. She lives in West Virginia. Jeanette is also dealing 

with some health issues, test results soon to follow. 

Active military. Please keep all our active duty military members in your prayers. They could be called to a 

conflict area at a moments notice. Keep their families in your prayers as well. Joseph Lipscomb is back home 

with his unit in Washington, Lord willing, he will be with us soon. 

Also, please remember: Vera West. B.G. and Margaret Langston, J.D. and Vicky Carver, Anita Bottger, Alice 

Morrison, Gay Mathis, Lindsey Knopp and Gwen Jennen. Sister Jeryll Dean is not 100%, though usually pre-

sent.   

Special Recognition 

Thanks to those that signed up for cleaning duties for the quarter. There are still some more slots to fill. See 

the bulletin board in the foyer and sign up! 

A change in Service times! Don’t forget, our Sunday evening services are now at 5:00 pm! 

Carolina Men’s Fellowship:  March 8, 2014 

Spring Gospel Meeting: April 13-17 

AP Camp: June 8-13 

If you would like to host the young people’s devotional for January, please see Byran for details. 
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